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Abstract: The deprivation-of-liberty penalties have failed to achieve their intended objectives
of eradicating crime within society. This failure has prompted legal scholars to explore
alternative means to attain this goal, particularly in light of the drawbacks resulting from the
application of custodial sentences, such as the persistence of criminal behavior in society and
the rising rates of recidivism. Consequently, scholars have reached a consensus on the
necessity of adopting alternative sanctions, which aim, on the one hand, to reform,
rehabilitate, and reintegrate the offender into society, and on the other hand, to protect the
community and relieve the state of the financial burdens imposed by the prison system.
Modern penal philosophy has embraced the concept of rehabilitation, which was previously
limited to the notion of deterrence. The United Nations, through its conferences and seminars,
has recommended the adoption of a rehabilitative approach in place of a punitive one, calling
for changes to penal policies that may undermine human dignity and urging reliance on
rehabilitation as a fundamental pillar for upholding human rights principles. Most countries
around the world have responded to this modern trend in penal policy by swiftly enacting new
laws that adopt rehabilitation rather than deterrence and retribution.

The implementation of this new approach has indeed yielded positive results, particularly in
developed countries that have established comprehensive legislative and executive
frameworks to apply this modern penal orientation.

Arab countries, including Algeria, have also moved to align themselves with this global trend
and have incorporated it into their criminal justice systems. However, its implementation has
remained partial and has not reached the level achieved by developed nations, owing to the
mere inclusion of this approach within criminal legislation without ensuring adequate
practical application. Nevertheless, all indicators suggest that these states continue to pursue
this modern approach within their contemporary criminal policies, while working to address
existing shortcomings and develop appropriate solutions.

Keywords: purification and reform, alternative punishments, human rights, and the effects of
divine intervention.
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