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From Domestic Violence to Crime: A Socio-Anthropological Case

Study on the Impact of Social Vulnerability on Mental Health in
Algerian Society
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Abstract: This study examines the structural relationship between domestic violence and
criminal behavior in Algerian society through a socio-anthropological approach linking
family transformations, social vulnerability, and mental health impacts.

The research adopts a qualitative case study methodology, relying on field
documentation, ethnographic observation, and semi-structured interviews with cases recorded
in vulnerable urban neighborhoods. Findings reveal that domestic violence not only generates
psychological disorders but also, within fragile socio-urban contexts, creates an escalating
trajectory where children transition from victims of violence to deviant actors, and eventually
to criminal offenders, particularly in the absence of institutional intervention and
psychological support. The study concludes that crime is a complex structural phenomenon
and provides practical recommendations at the family, school, neighborhood, and mental
health policy levels.

Key words : Domestic violence, Social vulnerability, Mental health, Crime, Case study,
Algerian society.
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! Bourdieu, Pierre. Language and Symbolic Power. Translated by Gino Raymond and
Matthew Adamson, edited and introduced by John B. Thompson. First edition. Harvard University
Press, Cambridge, MA, 1991, pp 51.

95



ISSN 2661-7633 / EISSN 2716-8883 dsaals¥) dalal) il jall 4k dlaa

116-90 ;02,02 01 =) 09 alaall 2026 :4iud)

Loudl) daal) Ao s laia) Adligh) 5 Lagleng Ai-Lon sl pac g Dla Lafya :dagsndl ) (e Ciindl (e
@A) paiaall A

Ladla B o
A 0 b )ypa e
48 Ayilgae Yone o
bl acall Qe Al lehagiia clgilaya ) i g ml gy gaudd) Ciiall .z
s Jara it gy ) Aba ey Agdalall B e GuSaiy Cainll e gl 128
Lagl) ) Jals Apudil) daall o ggda :Cullil) Callaal)

o Bl d ol Gl e G pdil) daal) o dudlall dsall ddaia 5
Hina GlBle il cda gl 5l asill

t g AL il daall (ompet Al Ul Jals o
Sllacal ) Jsati a8 cJlaay) co AU Gomyatil) cciiall 3aalia 1 Jie olad 1 Suall cilasal) —
JaaY Al
il mpe ST Gemaay slual 5 Led cpany Y ol JULY) : bl asal) il -
Aglsaally AED axe (Al
JA el Aaglial) il dsiall clexd ole b Jiay A liaY) Ll diea -
Leals Caiall 23 5ale Y Liayea Jilall Jasy Laa ¢ o Laia)
Claaaally asgiall 14 Laia¥) Adligl) :agl) Gllaall

Gain cleleally S Gy 3 (gl Comall ) iy asebe delainl) Ll
sl bip el b Cacall @i ) syl SE) Gleslly salai@BY) ol
Gl e dianall cleaall Caeca clidll sal Aladl (3D e &) 3yl oLaY)
ceinall Y 5yl e Catal) Jla) S Le L) Wl Al Jalsall o3 IS cipadinll (paliaill
T el tAag sty By C Aaad) Bl : ualdl) Gullaall

LS Leaal 3hil (Sars capally 5yuY) On 3D i Lnglsanns iyl 320 Cilgla il
Fh

! World Health Organization. Mental Health: Strengthening Our Response. WHO Press,
Geneva, Switzerland, 2022, pp 4-3.
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Question. Transaction Publishers, New Brunswick, NJ, 2003, pp 15.
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' Durkheim, Emile. Suicide: A Study in Sociology. Translated by John A. Spaulding and
George Simpson, edited with an introduction by George Simpson. First English edition 1952.
Routledge & Kegan Paul Ltd, London and New York, 1952, pp 246-248.
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N.J., 1977, pp 22-28.

% Merton, Robert K. Social Structure and Anomie. American Sociological Review, Vol. 3, No.
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! Lévi-Strauss, Claude. Structural Anthropology. Translated from the French by Claire
Jacobson and Brooke Grundfest Schoepf. First English edition. New York: Basic Books, 1963, pp
167-185.
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! Durkheim, Emile. Suicide: A Study in Sociology, op. cit, p 249.

2 Castel, Robert. From Manual Workers to Wage Laborers: Transformation of the Social
Question. Translated from the French by Richard Boyd. First English edition. New Brunswick, NJ:
Transaction Publishers, 2003, pp 85-92.
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tvan der Kolk, Bessel A. The Body Keeps the Score: Brain, Mind, and Body in the Healing of
Trauma. First edition. New York: Viking, 2014, pp 52-67.
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! Compas, Bruce E., et al. “Coping, Emotion Regulation, and Psychopathology in Childhood
and Adolescence: A Meta-Analysis and Narrative Review.” Annual Review of Clinical Psychology,
Vol. 13. Annual Reviews, Palo Alto, CA, 2017, pp 135-159.
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! Bandura, Albert. Social Learning Theory. First edition. Englewood Cliffs, NJ: Prentice-Hall,
1977, pp 22-36.

2 Moffitt, Terrie E. “Adolescence-Limited and Life-Course-Persistent Antisocial Behavior:
A Developmental Taxonomy.” Developmental Psychology, vol. 29, no. 4. Washington, DC: American
Psychological Association, 1993, pp 674—701.
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' Sampson, Robert J., and John H. Laub. Crime in the Making: Pathways and Turning Points
Through Life. First edition. Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press, 1993, pp 18-68.
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! Gelles, Richard J. Intimate Violence in Families. 3rd edition. Sage Publications, Thousand
Oaks, CA, USA, 1997, pp 25-66.
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' Sampson, Robert J. and John H. Laub. op. cit, pp 63—-68.
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' Wacquant, L. Urban Outcasts: A Comparative Sociology of Advanced Marginality.
Cambridge, UK: Polity Press, 2008 , pp. 33-40.
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! World Health Organization, Mental Health: Strengthening Our Response, op. cit, p 4.
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! American Psychiatric Association. Diagnostic and Statistical Manual of Mental Disorders.
5th edition, text revision. American Psychiatric Publishing, Washington, DC, USA, 2022, pp 34-36.

? Beck, A. T. Cognitive therapy of depression, (2nd ed.). New York, NY, USA: Guilford
Press, 2011, pp 45-52
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