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Mawtini and Fida’i: A Comparative Musical Analysis within the
Symbolism of the Palestinian National Anthem
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Abstract: This study presents a comparative musical analysis of the anthems Mawtini and
Fida’i as sonic documents reflecting the transformation of the Palestinian national anthem’s
symbolism between emotional and mobilizing dimensions. Due to the scarcity of analytical
studies on their musical structures and their role in expressing national identity, the-
descriptive—analytical comparative method was applied to the common version of Mawtini
and the official Fida’i (2005), both notated manually and digitally. Results show convergence
in their march rhythm, monodic choral texture, and repetition of a central call as a melodic
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motif symbolizing homeland and belonging. Mawtini, composed in the Kurd magam with a
repetitive (A A A) form, employs question—answer phrasing that provides a balanced
emotional expression. In contrast, Fida’i, based on the ‘Ajam magam with (A B A2) form,
features an introduction, coda, frequent incomplete cadences, vocative leaps that make the
melody more suitable for the official ceremonial context. The study concludes that the parallel
presence of the popular Mawtini with the official Fida’i reflects two complementary
dimensions of Palestinian identity: a collective emotional memory and a direct sovereign
declaration. It recommends educational low-register versions to improve intonation and Arab
comparative analyses to highlight Palestinian musical distinctiveness in education.

Key words: Palestinian National Anthem; Mawtini; Fida'i; Comparative musical analysis;
Magam; March; National Identity.
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