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Reassessing the Psychological Interpretation of the Talal Motif in Modern
Arabic Critical Discourse: A Study of Youcef el -Youcef’s Essays on Pre-
Islamic Poetry
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Abstract: This study examines the talal prelude in pre-Islamic poetry through
the lens of psychoanalytic literary criticism, as articulated in the works of
Youcef sami el -Youcef’s — particularly his book Essays on Pre-Islamic Poetry.
It aims to assess the explanatory power of the psychoanalytic approach,
especially in its Freudian formulation, in interpreting the symbolic meanings of
the motif of "standing at the ruins" (wuquf ‘ala al-atlal), by conducting a case
study of the mu‘allaga of Imru’ el-Qays. The study also seeks to uncover the
methodological and epistemological limitations of applying this critical
paradigm within a cultural context markedly different from the Western setting
in which it originated. The findings suggest that, while psychoanalytic
interpretation offers valuable analytical tools, it often suffers from projections
and underlying assumptions that risk distorting or diminishing the aesthetic and

cultural integrity of pre-Islamic Arabic poetry.
Key words: Psychoanalysis, Talal prelude, pre-Islamic poetry, repression.
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