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Abstract: This study examines the revitalization and reuse of the Khan al-Wakalah building

in the historic center of Hebron, drawing on the experience of revitalizing the same building
in Nablus as a comparative case study. The aim is to address the urban and functional
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problems resulting from non-specialized interventions and neglect, and to utilize the interior
and exterior spaces in a way that serves the historical and social context of the city.

The study is based on the principles of architectural conservation and urban revitalization as
two complementary frameworks that aim to preserve the spatial identity of historic buildings
and reintegrate them into urban life. It also relies on the concept of reuse as an effective tool
for achieving a balance between preserving historical authenticity and responding to the needs
of contemporary society.

The study employs a descriptive and analytical methodology that includes collecting historical
and architectural data about the building, analyzing floor plans and facades before and after
reuse, and comparing the experience with the case study in Nablus to identify best practices in
the urban reuse of heritage buildings. The proposed interventions are then linked to the
principles of holistic conservation theory to ensure the preservation of the architectural
identity and historical authenticity of the site.

The results showed that repurposing preserves architectural identity, revitalizes spaces,
enhances socio-economic activity, and fosters sustainable tourism. The study recommends
implementing a sustainable building management model, integrating the building into the
urban fabric, monitoring performance, and evaluating the impact of interventions on the
surrounding urban environment, while drawing on previous experiences in Nablus.
Keywords: Khan al-Wakalah, Hebron, Nablus, comprehensive preservation, urban

repurposing, architectural heritage, historical fabric, sustainable development.
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