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Abstract:

Exemption from civil liability is an exception to the general rule, which establishes liability
when the fundamental conditions—fault, damage, and causation—are met. However, parties
may agree to exempt one from such liability through what is known as an exemption clause.

This principle is legally and doctrinally recognized, as legislations generally uphold the
validity of liability exemptions in contracts, particularly in sensitive fields such as medical
treatment. Given the potential for serious complications or life-threatening risks resulting
from medical interventions, the law seeks to balance the protection of patient safety with the
physician’s responsibility—or, in certain cases, their exemption from liability.
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The research explores the applicability of the U.S. legal and judicial framework concerning
liability exemption in Lebanon, analyzing key similarities and differences between both
systems within the context of medical liability.

Keywords: Civil liability exemption — Patient safety — Physician — Fault — Damage —
Causation.
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