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Abstract

This study presents a structural-semantic reading of Al-Burdah poem by Imam Al-Busiri,
treating it as a central Sufi text organized in a symbolic and modular architecture. The
research seeks to uncover the patterns of structural organization and internal transformation
within the poem as a representation of the Sufi self’s journey in its relation to the Absolute.
The analysis proceeds from the premise that the poem’s structure is not merely formal but
encodes a coherent symbolic system that reflects a mystical vision of language and existence.
The study employs a structuralist methodology supported by statistical analysis, enabling the
identification of textual symmetries and dominant values. This leads to the formulation of a
key conceptual framework: reflective connectivity, defined here as the reciprocal relationship
between self and other, wherein the self is perceived through its reflection in the text and
achieves presence by dissolving into language. The concept emerges from a Sufi worldview
in which the self is only known through its immersion in the mirror of existence.

Findings indicate that the poem’s various symmetry patterns—axial, sequential, inverted,
antithetical, and reflective—collectively reinforce this reflective connectivity as the poem’s
central organizing principle. Each poetic section represents a partial manifestation of this
shifting awareness, which ultimately coalesces into a closed-open structure where the self
both appears and vanishes, embodying Sufi consciousness through linguistic mirroring and
structural recurrence.

Thus, Al-Burdah transcends the bounds of praise or emotional expression to become an
interpretive structure rich in symbolic resonance—a space where structure and identity
converge, and where poetry, mysticism, and absence coalesce. .
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