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Abstract:

Nigeria is characterized by profound cultural and religious diversity, with its modern
identity shaped through a complex interplay between ethnic heritage and British colonial
influence that reshaped traditional social structures. Religion emerges as a pivotal factor in the
political and social equation, marked by a clear divide between the predominantly Muslim
North and Christian South. Political legitimacy suffers from a chronic crisis due to its
inability to represent this diversity equitably, exacerbating divisions and intertwining ethnic
and religious loyalties.

In this context, there is an urgent need for innovative institutional mechanisms capable of
transforming this diversity from a source of conflict into a foundation for national unity. This
requires comprehensive educational, media, and economic policies that recognize pluralism
while preserving social cohesion—Nigeria’s greatest challenge in its pursuit of stability and
development.
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