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Abstract: The concept of secularism has been elevated to the forefront of intellectual
discourse by Arab thinkers, provoking diverse and sometimes conflicting interpretations. For
some, it has served as a foundational premise for their writings and interventions aimed at
addressing the challenges of their era. This orientation is exemplified in the thought of
Edward Said, who, through a literary perspective and a sophisticated conceptual framework,
positioned secularism as a gateway to democracy and a basis for peaceful coexistence among
Islam, Judaism, and Christianity. Furthermore, he envisioned civilizational dialogue within
the contemporary secular framework as a means to resolve ongoing international conflicts,
particularly the Palestinian question. Conversely, other intellectuals have rejected and
critiqued secularism. Abdelwahab Elmessiri, for instance, denounced the secular orientation,
characterizing it as an all-encompassing ideology that dismantles human values, reduces
individuals to mere objects, and consequently subjects them to a profound alienation from

their own essence
Key words : : Secularism, Democracy, Alienation.
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