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The electronic bracelet in the face of prison overcrowding — an
analytical look at Algerian law
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Abstract: In addressing the challenges arising from the increasing prison population and the
rising costs of managing penal institutions, along with the negative consequences resulting from
the intermingling of convicts with varying degrees of criminal dangerousness, the Algerian
legislature has adopted alternatives to short-term custodial sentences under Law No. 18-01. This
legislative approach is grounded in technological advancements that have introduced modern
monitoring mechanisms, such as electronic bracelets (ankle monitors), which enable the tracking
of convicts outside penal facilities, as well as home detention systems that restrict freedom of

movement while allowing convicts to remain in their place of residence. These measures serve as
practical solutions to alleviate prison overcrowding and strike a balance between punitive
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requirements and societal interests, within the framework of a more humane and effective penal
policy. Furthermore, these mechanisms aim to enhance the rehabilitative aspect of punishment,
enabling convicts to maintain their social and familial ties, thereby supporting reintegration
objectives. This approach reflects the Algerian legislature’s responsiveness to the demands of
modern criminal justice and its alignment with international standards regarding the treatment of
convicted individuals.

Key words : Electronic bracelet, alternative punishments, electronic monitoring, criminal

policy.
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