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Abstract:

This article aims to explore the political dimensions of the phenomenon of private
military and security companies (PMSCs), by examining the trajectory of military
security privatization, which re-emerged after the Cold War in the context of
transformations in the international system and the decline of the traditional state's
monopoly over legitimate violence.The study focuses on analyzing the reasons behind
the emergence and spread of these companies, and on exploring their multiple roles in
armed conflicts, particularly in countries experiencing internal fragility or regional
tensions. It also highlights the political and security implications of the growing
reliance on such actors, both at the level of national sovereignty and in reshaping the
nature of actors in international relations. The article concludes that PMSCs have
become influential non-state actors in the structure of the international system, posing
new challenges to concepts of sovereignty, accountability, and collective security.

Key words: Private military and security companies; privatization of security; the
war; roles; Reflections.
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