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Abstract: Balancing between universal service obligation and competition rules poses a
significant challenge in the Electronic communications sector. On one hand, universal service
aims to address societal aspects by ensuring all citizens have access to basic communication
services regardless of their geographic location or socio-economic status. On the other hand,
competition enhances operators' freedom to choose profitable markets and strive for cost
efficiency, potentially hindering communication services' accessibility in rural and
underserved areas. To reconcile these interests, various mechanisms intervene, starting from
declaring the need for universal service, through establishment and financing methods, to the
actual implementation.
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! _ Sarat Kumar Jena, Price and service co-opetiton under uncertain demand and condition of used
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2_E GASMI, A. GRIMAUD and J. J. LAFFONT, UNIVERSAL SERVICE, op cit, P 11.
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Tom Coffey, Telecom Network Valuations — How to Value a Modern Telecommunications Company,
2024, see https://www.linkedin.com/pulse/telecom-network-valuations-how-value-modern-tel
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https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/full/10.1111/padm.12900

3. Ben A. Petrazzini, Competition in Telecoms—Implications for Universal Service and Employment,
The World Bank Group, p 1, 1996.
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' - ITU (International Telecommunications Union). 1995. World Telecommunications Development
Report: Information Infrastructures. Geneva.

2_ITU (International Telecommunications Union) op. cit.

3. Akerlof's concept of “"adverse selection" (Akerlof, G. A., "The Market for Lemons: Quality
Uncertainty and the Market Mechanism," Quarterly Journal of Economics, (1978), 89(3), p 590.
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1 - Christine Donjean, Le financement du service universel, Article publié sur le site de vulgarisation
scientifique de l'université de Liége, 2012 voir ; https://www.reflexions.uliege.be/cms/c 44299/fr/le-

financement-du-service-universel?part=1 / Date de consultation 23/04/2024, heure 20 ;16.
-Universal Service Funds 4laV) 2l mllaaall jlaial oa; -2

% _ Stephen L. Magiera, Managing Universal Service Funds for Telecommunications, An ASEAN
Manual for Output-Based Aid, 2009, p 19. See https://pdf.usaid.gov/pdf docs/pnaeb219.pdf .

*. Politique de financement des services publics, Ministére des Finances, Québec, voir:

https://www.finances.gouv.gc.ca/financement-services-publics/fr-CA/2021-2022/%C3%80-propos-du-
financement-des-services-publics/ .
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L. Kiran Rathee, Telcos seek regulation of OTT services, cut in licence fee & USO levy, An article
published in The economic time industry, 2022. See;
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/industry/telecom/telecom-news/requlate-communication-apps-
sharply-cut-levies-telcos-to-dot-on-new-law/articleshow/94074699.cms?from=mdr Date of viewing
02/05/2024 / 00;25/. 00;25.

2_ Gilles N. LARIN, Daniel BOUDREAU, La tarification des services publics financement différent ou
taxe supplémentaire, Fascicule 3 : Vers une politique de la tarification plus incitative, chaier de
recherche en fiscalité et en finance publique, université de Sherbrooke, 2008, p 2. Voir:
https://cffp.recherche.usherbrooke.ca/wp-content/uploads/2018/12/cr _2008-

03 _tarification fascicule3.pdf .
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