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Criminalization of Witchcraft and Sorcery in the Algerian Penal Code
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Abstract: This study sheds light on one of the newly established crimes in the Algerian Penal
Code, namely the crime of witchcraft and sorcery. This crime is distinct due to its unique
nature compared to other crimes, given its negative impacts on individuals, families, and
society as a whole. Despite the antiquity of the phenomenon of witchcraft and sorcery, it
continues to assert its presence as many individuals resort to such practices, either to harm
others or in the hope of fulfilling their personal desires.

With the increasing number of cases brought before the judiciary related to acts of
witchcraft and sorcery, the Algerian legislator explicitly criminalized these acts as an
independent crime under Law No. 24-06 of 2024. This was done to curb and eliminate this
phenomenon, which contradicts the teachings of our Islamic religion and our customs.
Keywords: witchcraft, sorcery, fortune-telling, prophecy.
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