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The Traditional Text and the Stimulation of the Reading Public: The

Influence of One Thousand and One Nights on European Literature by Abdul
Jabbar Al-Samarrai — A Critical Study
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Abstract

This study aims to emphasize the role of reading in strengthening cultural
resistance that seeks to enlighten and empower the reader. It does so by exploring
the openness of the text "One Thousand and One Nights" to the cultural, historical,
and social contexts of the Western world. Our findings show that the Western reader
created new literary forms previously unknown to Western culture after some
European writers were influenced by this text, which had been translated during the
Crusades by political figures seeking to understand the Eastern mind.
Keywords: Western reader; text and the Other; fusion of horizons; vertical
reception; classical text.
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