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The Narrative of Death and Survival: A semiotic Approach of Nizar
Qabbani's Poem "Travelers"
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Abstract:

This research aims to clarify the meanings of the linguistic sign in the
poem “Travelers” by the poet Nizar Qabbani, in which he depicts his homeland's
miserable state through symbolic language that suggests death overshadows
reality, represented by the duality of death and life. The semiotic approach serves
as a methodological framework for exploring discourse in depth, highlighting the
power of the sign through all its included meanings, which reflect the poet’s
vision and perspective. It clarifies the contrast between dream and reality,
happiness and suffering, and stresses the difficulty of establishing positive values
that can sustain life under conditions of oppression, loss versus presence, and
alienation versus
belonging.

Keywords: Death; poem; approach; semiotics; sign.
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