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Abstract:

Cognitivists could overturn the balance of rhetorical discourse by releasing it from
the traditional view that confined it to verbal embellishment, and treating its
techniques, including metonymy, as a tool of thought that reflects the cultural
patterns instilled in our conceptual structures through daily experiences which are
often manifested in our linguistic practices, consciously or unconsciously. Popular
proverbs involving animals are among the most common uses of metonymy based
on their allusive nature which requires going beyond the literal level to the
implicit one in order to grasp their interpretive potential as exposed in this paper
through selected samples.

Keywords: conceptual metonymy; popular proverbs; mental concepts; animal;
symbol.
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