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Abstract:

Al-Abshihi’s Anecdotes (Nawadir al-Abshihi) mark a unigue moment in the
development of medieval Arabic literary discourse, as they blend the appeal of witty
stories with a critical analysis of the cultural structures that shape them. This study
aims to reveal the text’s generic awareness, that is, its critical understanding of how
literary genres are formed and where their limits lie, as well as its satirical
awareness, which is seen as an intellectual approach that reexamines the connection
between language and knowledge. Al-Abshihi does not write anecdotes solely for
entertainment or moral lessons; instead, he views them as a testing ground for Arab
cultural awareness, where satire meets thought and humor blends with seriousness
within a hybrid literary form that transcends traditional literary categories.
Keywords: Discourse; anecdote; generic awareness; satirical awareness.
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