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Autofiction between Doubrovsky’s Referentiality and Colonna’s

Fictionalization: The Novel of “The Blood of the Gazelle” by Merzak
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Abstract:

This study aims to accomplish two goals: first, to clarify the concept of
autofiction based on the ideas of two leading French theorists in this field, Serge
Doubrovsky and Vincent Colonna, and to clear up some of the theoretical
confusion found in certain articles on the topic; and second, to apply the criteria of
this writing style to an Algerian work by a well-known author, Merzak Bagtache.
In our view, his novel Blood of the Gazelle fits some of the criteria suggested by
these two theorists.

Keywords: Fiction; self; reference; narrative; identity.
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> Vincent Colonna, L’autofiction (essai sur la fictionalisation de soi en Littérature), Doctorat
de’E. H.ES.S., 1989, Directeur : Monsieur Gérard Genette.
® Vincent Colonna, ibid, p 17-23
7 Phillipe Gasparini, Autofiction une aventure du langage, seuil, Paris, 2008, p 209
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2 Vincent Colonna, ibid, p 200
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