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The Climate of Silence and the Cry of Identity in Munif’s Novels: An
Ecological Reading
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Abstract:

The environment in literary creativity is no longer just a backdrop that depicts
places as static narrative structures; instead, it has become a narrative and cultural
agent that transforms the meanings of narrative discourse and influences the
consciousness and culture of characters. In some of Abdul Rahman Munif’s novels,
the concept of identity forms within a harsh, arid climate that leads individuals
toward spiritual loss. By recognizing the role of the climatic environment in shaping
personality and identity, Munif encourages reflection on the connection between
climate and identity, the duality of belonging and alienation, and the interaction
between society and environment. This ecological study examines the concept of
climate and the primary ways ecological representation is depicted, as well as the
symbolic meanings of key climate imagery, particularly in The Endings and Cities
of Salt. The research aims to clarify the link between silence and desert climate in
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Munif’s works, concluding with a review of major critiques of climate literature
and suggestions for future research.

Keywords: Abdul Rahman Munif; identity; climate literature; ecological
representation; cultural transformation.
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