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Abstract: :
This study aims to analyze the relationship between consumption and social identity from a :
symbolic perspective, exploring how consumer behavior shifts from satisfying material needs to
i expressing belonging and distinction. The importance of this topic lies in its growing role in
shaping identities within market-driven societies and brand cultures. The study seeks to uncover the i
psychological and social dimensions that turn consumption into a means of constructing self-image
and engaging with social groups.
: Findings show that individuals often consume not only for utility but also to integrate or
stand out, with products acquiring symbolic meanings beyond their basic functions. This reinforces :
class distinctions and influences identity perception. The study recommends incorporating the
i symbolic aspect of consumption into cultural and social policies and raising awareness about its
effects on social cohesion and self-concept, especially in societies experiencing rapid shifts in :
values and consumption patterns. :
i Keywords: consumption; social identity; need; symbolic distinction; relationship.
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