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Abstract:

This study examines the funerary practices and rituals of the Capsian as one of the most significant
approaches to understanding religious life and the symbolic perceptions associated with death and the
afterlife during the Late Paleolithic period in North Africa in general, and in Algeria in particular. This
is achieved by shedding light on the various burial positions revealed through excavations and diverse
fieldwork conducted both during the colonial period and after the independence.

The research problem stems from the limited interpretive data available concerning the religious
dimension of the Capsian, as a result of the reliance of previous studies on descriptive and traditional
anthropological approaches, while neglecting the funerary context and the taphonomic analysis of
human remains. This has hindered an accurate reconstruction of funerary systems and their symbolic
meanings

This study aims to re-examine the burial positions, methods, and associated rituals of the Capsian
culture, and to uncover their religious significance, highlighting the development of symbolic thought
among the Capsians and its place within the broader trajectory of the formation of religious practices
in prehistoric times. This is achieved through the analysis of burial arrangements, bodily treatments,
and funerary accompaniments. The study also seeks to distinguish what results from intentional
funerary actions from what stems from subsequent taphonomic transformations, and to highlight the
degree of complexity and organization reached by these rituals

The study adopted a multidisciplinary methodology, combining archaeological and anthropological
analyses, by employing approaches from funerary archaeology and taphonomy. This was achieved
through the examination of skeletal positions, burial patterns, grave structures, as well as the analysis
of the use of red ochre, ornaments, and funerary accompaniments. The research also relied on
comparisons between several Capsian sites in Algeria and Tunisia, linking field data to the broader
environmental and cultural context.

This paper addresses several key points, it begins with a brief overview of the Capsian culture,
including its discovery and nomenclature. Then it discusses the main burial positions and types among
the Capsians, based on a set of representative sites. Next, it analyzes the various rituals associated with
the burial process and the funerary accompaniments uncovered across different graves.

The results of the study indicate that Capsian funerary practices were not random but exhibited a
high degree of organization, reflecting a clear symbolic and religious system. The findings also reveal
the diversity of burial positions and deposition methods, including primary and secondary individual
burials, as well as specific burial patterns that reflect long and complex rituals, such as the
dismemberment of the body and the separation of certain organs, while retaining others for reburial
through a series of ceremonial acts. The use of red ochre, which carries significant religious meaning,
was also documented. These results confirm that the Capsians possessed an advanced conception of
death, as evidenced by the presence of offerings accompanying the body on its journey to the afterlife.
Funerary rituals served as a central means of expressing religious beliefs and cultural identity and
contributed to reinforcing social cohesion within the Capsian community.

Key words: Burial positions; Capsian culture; funerary rituals; archaeological field research.
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