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The Massacres of May 8, 1945 in Setif, Guelma et Kherrata
Through the archives of the French colonial general staff
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Abstract:

The topic of the May 8th Massacres is a rich subject that has been addressed by many
researchers, historians, and other specialists in the fields of history, law, and related disciplines. Many
of them have relied on testimonies and some archival documents issued by the colonial police
authorities of the period. This research shed light on newly uncovered documents regarding the course
of events in Sétif, Guelma and Kherrata before, during and after May 8, 1945. We also aim through
this contribution to highlight the way colonial authorities and military authorities in particular had
already devised strategies to suppress Algerians prior to the outbreak of the demonstrations and
orchestrated the execution of crimes through premeditated operations.

This study also seeks to reveal the role of the military authorities, who coordinated with the civil
authorities deliberately to shed the blood of as many unarmed Algerians as possible. It also strives to
unfold the meticulous coordination between the various colonial land, air and naval forces to commit
these horrific massacres. Furthermore, this study aims to emphasize on the actions and measures taken
at each stage of the preparation and execution of these crimes.

To address this topic, we brought up the following problematic:

- To what extent were the French military authorities responsible for the massacres of May 8,
1945?

To facilitate our analysis, we broke this question down into the following sub-questions:

- How did the military authorities view the general situation in Algeria, particularly in the
regions of Sétif, Guelma, and Kherrata, prior to the demonstrations of May 1945?

- What military plans and measures did colonial France implement against the Algerians in the
previously mentioned regions, as evidenced by military documents, and what are the implications of
these documents?

To answer this question, we employed the descriptive historical approach in describing the region
and its conditions, alongside the analytical approach that enabled us to examine historical events,
clarify their contexts and intersections, and map out the crimes committed in the region as well as to
draw the conclusions obtained in this study.

In this study, we first reviewed the previous studies that addressed the topic of May 8 Massacres
in Algeria before examining the nature and content of the archival documents we relied on. We then
analyzed the documents to highlight the overall situation in Algeria at the time, we then explained the
measures and plans taken by the military authorities displaying the extent of their involvement in the
massacres that intended to intimidate Algerians and restore France’s image of authority. We have also
outlined the objectives and dimensions of these operations across different fields during the months of
May and June 1945.

This study revealed, through the archive mentioned above, how France had prepared in advance
to commit these crimes before the demonstrations, and how it denied its responsibility by accusing
Algerians for violence and for killing Europeans and security personnel. While in reality, France was
the one who incited Europeans and armed them against Algerians, recruited various military units
using all types of weapons that were in its possession, including land, air, and naval forces.

Keywords: May 8th Massacres, General Staff Archives, Algeria, French Military Uniits.
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gue ce dernier aurait rencontré le Président ROOSEVELT a Zeralda, le 18 Février, au
congrés départemental des "A.M.L" de Constantine les 14 et 15 Février 1945 »°

oty BALL sl Zasoly 2alailly plall pimsll oo BSuall Sllaludl e ads Losacs
3 Uglal 5l s slalsdl jlanl claxsM jallanll dmys JMarad "reladl” olaazl
81 gy el s ALLS L U5 ¥l ccirbiie @ Logeo ¥ (L Byslll utlly igaiaed 3 lylyla 51
(AINAD 3150l cytedyally Luiyal golall oluos¥ls sgaidl Lols cllaled) dipuel gl
o SELELAY 2l was ol 4,Saldl daludl J) 53,190l wleglall of LSTABET, 1987: 43)
.5 6319 Aylearedl llalidly el il

1 SHD, 1H 1726/2, Annexe N°3, Incidents- Manifestations- Agressions- entre le ler et le 30 Avril 1945.
2 -
Ibid.
3 SHD, 1H 1726/2, Gouvernement Général de I’ Algérie, Cabinet Militaire, Instruction sur le maintien de 1’ordre
en Algérie, 10 Février 1944,
*SHD, 1H1726/2, XIX C.A, 2éme Bureau, Télégramme du 8 Mai 1945.
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« Le maintien de I’ordre sur le territoire d’Algérie est 1’une des missions
essentielles des forces du 19éme corps d’armée. L’ordre doit en effet étre assuré en tout
état de cause par nos propres forces de maniére a sauvegarder intégralement le principe
essentiel de la souveraineté frangaise...
« Le Territoire de L’Algérie est actuellement sous le régime de 1’état de siége.
Cependant conformément aux dispositions du décret du 3 Septembre 1943 sur 1’ordre
publique et la sécurité¢ militaire en Algérie ,... et du décret du 8 Février 1944,...Sur ’état
du siége en Algérie ,... Les autorités civiles préteront leur concours au commandement

militaire désigné qui pourra étre le général commandant le 19éme Corps d’armée pour
tout ou partie du territoire de 1’Algérie, ... Le commissaire a la guerre et a 1’air, Le

® Sous-Préfecture de Sétif, Correspondance au Préfet De Constantine (Centre d’information et d’étude), Le 01
Novembre 1944 in AINAD TABET, Op.cit., P106
” Commission Tuber, Rapport de la Commission d’enquéte sur les événements de Constantine,26 Mai 1945, P6.
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e Sl Gpall auzgs bolel (e Bydlie 44l day Joe « 19 Blall il o Lasdh Leag
Sld e 055 iy Lols Aamy Lo loiny Anlaiud §9 dle Lamy bl QA Syiua
sda 2able (e 3dle (luyall 3llidy qun¥l canalll 3lLdg (Bloll o z1sdl J) AbLa) ¢ BLAL
ey oaTy Pluy 43K Ldle 2usline (o Ll Jiluogdl LI 5895 ol @llally 20,Suall §,41
Pls¥l Plall oo lant 5
b 8 Shyallas 18 &,Sus Ualas olia dleateadl 3,Suall cllaldl o W ziazy Lia ey
K G 65 ol 3] iliadl @ Less OF Laga Brallas ol Bpwliw 385> S aed a2 (0 01945
258 Lyl Log Ay cailaig dudaind 3blis ciousg Lele s Shall @ dlolall ool
L8 dag Boliuy Caiand ud Alaime ol yigul
e Bad pall Gpadl IS5 Aiea Cadgag slo (el &l yallag .2
OIS Aa =6 (01945 le el 3 gl cnddl whiallas 3t Jo¥1 alaghl
Jolall Jais Aelug Aelug )b (e by orilimdl wlaazs S (i€ e bl 2udyall copll
2, Sundl poliall a3 sauall lia 3y Laelil Lysd Lidlge din iy ,5¥ adse oo &ydal
sy Seuad! 831a11g Sy L (Sl B oo ey i8S &1 Buagall Ll § Aol A a1l
Oble e Uzl oyl O A d 19 28,8 w5l Ladiss! G lela ) ) el iy 2oyl 8,059 )
oo Jo¥) cleladl @ caudass Aiguay cpyallaall aedl jalg¥l ellacl 3 cdies llgHenry Martin
O ce J) ale Ll LUl Blazadly A ddY) abyad) peall @ysamll oyl olisrul,

8 SHD, 1H1726/2, XIX C.A, 3éme Bureau, Instruction Sur Le maintien de 1’Ordre en Algérie, Alger le 20
Février 1944,

1 H1726/2, X1X C.A, 3¢éme Bureau, Emeutes du Constantinois, Mai 1945- Juin 1945.

Y SHD, 1H1726/2, XIX C.A, 3éme Bureau, Instruction,...Op-Cit.
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