380 - 361 140 2025 janis w02 suall (07 slell . Jasogill sy lad] Alea
P-ISSN: 2716-764X, E-ISSN: 2716-7747
2025-12— 28 : 24l .o 2025 - 09 — 18 :Jgal! . 2025 - 07 — 28 : JLu I .

FLeia¥! zLaas¥! J 5yl oo sibotiall aall I35 adgall s Bl

Zwawa in Tunisia during the Ottoman era:
From migration to social integration

B pgaligy
BUEES [ PV PN PP RVOPNRTON [ PPS
Bougadoum.hamza@univ-oeb.dz

1ozl
Mt el AN sl L 51 113509 latata Iygsin A tpamll 3)tall IS 23l &l b e
ALY 219 o lise e L] caud AN 2y bl el wdnsll di e ¢ flain] poiad 4 ioyly Loxiaia Yo
S13-89l93 aslaz 45ligSe 5yl e OLS tLlagonle Ldl, 98l Lesis oudstll poizell eyt ol G o 4 g4l
i 8 (6 y—ma 393 Ll ol La oile g « e oalaadl ¢y all die S cyaz el GAN- sl Jgsadl
e dae syl a8y oamdl ,pmall 8 (uis 5 L& Al dienll 2palimid¥ly 4o loza¥ls 2wl ¥y ol
Bzl 3 Lageo 5 sl el i b yiosl 40,80 e 3148 S eyl 5 (Bolg diead (i I a Ll you Il 55 Lozl
Lyl sz ol cpalad o bl Lges LolS 3 oSl A alastl a ) uloed Lidolias | by Ligiiee S g «30,Swiall
Asyog Apaddais lyu B e Bolgitl dy istad Lo g slaxe¥l 1 5yag cnlaidly lall olgl 3 duolsg qlsldl
LYo Luaal g1l Laygsans Loy 551 i 89«6, wally 1% o Lol ool aala 3slSey lams Lglan 2 Le
Byoatl oy 45 (3 Cranluo LS 0 Sl Asusuin b Joeld 09 SaS Laygs Ayl paisel (5 ealo Lo gag cAlal el oLl
&4 4S5y cailigally by =l Aisylang ¢ 3l gue¥l @utatsy (Asylall UL lly 3y dall caals IS (s 2yolynzdl
o) 333 I ¢ guslanll (6, wuall pllatl 59ls gt golastl umrlgall Lhslyaidl loay il La «onzell dumans
bty S Ll 2asls a1 A 1 ¥ el 2oagadl Bl § Losw ¥ (5)leel
il § pedmlin AS5Lie M5 oo (&Sall il e3] (& B9lo3ll malu uad (il Adlatl ALl e L
Losss Y9 Budginll Gylall iy 3 oo Lid (e Duad (sliadlly oliddly Llazl A850 10 Ciolio @ailasy elacHl aolally
o)lde s Joo @dlanlly (alodl eblugl (o Gaadlell el Lelaizly Limgy Fleg culie (&) (ales ) 2as, LI
ssaddl 55523 § del bt ezl z Lo &xlll wglizl> po @) 13 obil9) (§ Tz A0l pddl gpwn jeaill
slial o oL (£50ud &) cilazdl oy AT &dlaadl Bsall BgJl me g comaloell Sl o liadl (ool sLe¥ily
Bl @ oo o 52 onily (ABLall pipogias (e Llazll e Tgimym 12,8l Bl § Loz Iobo iy o 39103
ool B cqalladl Bl Bugls) crobians SIS (9SG bl Zea il s LW (3 SLandls Braliall IS (0 Aucleza¥
colin mo dpdall J55 s ouistll paizmll U5l sdaie Jusol 03568 qads2y fuses & (#laz¥l Jelazll lia
izl )l § oebisd e delo Lo @ould dasydl g Lnaso Il JSL! (§ Lomys Tozmantily (Buiiieng Aucy o
LT gl slaaa¥ly golddl Glead! e ¢ gl Iaglad 3] Jo¥1 Aopally 2oyl sda Caig aluiuny cauds (S
Bzl Zaaizmll blagdl § zLw¥l oldly e loallasl &1 5los¥l ity Audstdl LI 3 Solo3ll 5251l
020 (e LuiSe (31 Auelaxa¥ly 28Lat1 dmginsell b J) aad LS (b8 Lo &)laa B9l93 Ll I bl
Aoz Lo S cpamdl gudgdll addl @llas by § pale gl Jeld ) adly (e Je=illy (poite paizme J515 Lasg2s
& 89193l 3929 yalat audty iy . £leza¥l dpaall e Layily (gualls Slatll wadl § laysuans> IS (o tel)d9 suai oy

361


https://orcid.org/0009-0000-4681-020X

5 3 e‘gél.zn‘”

Al Ll ol salling cdudont) Aalully @@l dapdog asl9al Jelxiy 8,352kl Halalls 3Usll ae Ludss
Sl e wdsasy aylataly Uoull qes 3 penluny zleai¥l Lo ey mud o G sablatlly dully
A1 qdanally alall Jasy LY
(Fla¥l zle¥l  ddl guiw g (Boly) s Liall Lol

Abstract:

The Algerian Community Enjoyed An Influential And Prominent Presence In Tunisia During The Modern
Period, Which Served As An Open Space And A Hub For Social Diversity. This Diversity Was Apparent In
The Mosaic Of People Who Arrived From Various Western Regency. Tunisian Society Absorbed
Considerable Ethnographic Diversity, Among Which The Zawawa—Of Amazigh Origin—Being Among
The Most Notable. Since Their Settlement In The Sixteenth Century, The Zawawa Played A Pivotal Role In
Tunisia’s Deep Political, Social, And Economic Transformations Of The Modern Era. Their Growing
Prominence Stemmed From Their Role As A Military Class, With Many Zawawa Integrated Into Military
Life, Forming A Crucial Human Reserve That Ruling Regimes Relied Upon In Times Of Need To Maintain
Internal Stability Especially During Times Of Internal Unrest And Crisis. As An Organized And Capable
Military Group, The Zawawa Held An Important Position Within The State’s Administrative And Military
Structures. Furthermore, Their Significant Contributions And Historical Loyalty To The Ruling Authority
Reinforced Their Continued Inclusion Within The State Apparatus. Economically, The Zwawa Contributed
To The Revitalization Of The Economic Cycle By Securing Roads And Trade Routes, Organizing Markets,
Practicing Various Crafts And Commerce, And Participating In Tax Collection. Their Role Extended
Beyond Military Duties, Adding A Strong Economic Dimension To Their Presence—Especially In
Maintaining Commercial Stability In Border And Rural Regions With High Mobility.

They Also Contributed To Intellectual And Religious Life: Some Of Their Scholars Taught At The Great
Mosque, Held Important Religious Positions Such As Preacher, Mufti, And Judge, And Many Joined
Widespread Sufi Orders Like The Rahmaniya, Which Provided A Spiritual And Social Refuge For These
Migrants. Their Spiritual Leader, Sheikh Sidi Al-Bachir, Provided A Refuge In His Zawiyas (Religious
Centers), Meeting The Zawawa’s Pressing Need For Social Integration And Fostering Both Social Cohesion
And A Shared Islamic Identity With The Local Population. Importantly, Not All Zawawa Were Involved In
Military Service. Some Preserved Their Distinct Cultural Traditions And Integrated Socially By Marrying
Into Local Families And Settling In Popular City Neighborhoods, They Established Local Solidarity
Networks Bearing Zawawa Characteristics. This Social Interaction Helped Them Become A Deeply Rooted
Part Of Tunisian Society, With Many Holding Administrative And Legal Positions. This Fostered Their
Gradual Assimilation Into Official And Unofficial State Structures Of The State, Which Enabled Their
Natural And Sustainable Assimilation Into The Societal Fabric. This Study Seeks Primarily To Highlight
The Circumstances Surrounding The Zawawa's Presence In Tunisia, The Challenges They Faced, And
How—Unlike Other Minorities—They Successfully Integrated Into Their New Social Environment. Their
Patterns Of Social Practice, Military Participation As A Core Force In The Tunisian Army, As Well As Their
Cultural And Religious Contributions, All Shaped Their Lasting Impact On Tunisian Society. Through
Social Integration, Available Documents And Sources, Analyzing Their Roles And The Nature Of Their
Relationship With The Tunisian Authorities, And The Manifestations Of Their Influence In The Security,
Religious, And Cultural Spheres. This Demonstrates Their Ability And Speed To Integrate, Their
Contribution To Supporting And Stabilizing The State, And Their Superiority Over Other Minorities Due To
Solidarity And Internal Organization.

Keywords: Zawawa, Tunisia, Sheikh Sidi Al-Bachir, Social Integration.
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