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The Islamic Emirate of Bari in Southern Italy (226-257 AH / 841-871 CE).

BURES I [PVA PN PINPS
houchat.sami@univ-oeb.dz

gl

sl Lgrie wiyy ¥l Al @ Jegtl) reled) plel Gkl Alie ool (e grad! L £ lall aie
W M Be Lol el I 6L kel ajpl e« JUar¥l Cigimlls Aadl] @lyle] clid] 3 Ogolud) moms a8
Slaly Cagyall PMazwl Tsiwa (ool ey rmpd] po @ls aliio 2l § 1556 celpal AW LaS> e blady
Lulgll e blazdl (o 19385 LS cdpmpad] Hlodl clllas (au9y59 Aglaall 2udl sda § paazlys coutdd (o,
Jrmmt) Lehal (flas (e Db Ida iydag Aubye sludiuwd Lastzs o @1 5L Lolatd¥] Lguxlly 2l
(638 S8l S (e LMzl meplely 28301 (e 31|

el § b d ) et 08 udlaoally ilelpually Zas olae Ay by cewnls (& 85LeY1 / Al sda &)
Otabuell G lazdl sailly Byaall Byguall sia @iyl (ST syl Ggrmdl cinlas G Adaaild 8 ulan @Sl (e 85540
& vardl mpan) pe el Sleliig a3y adlly ol Al ud ue st Awhull i sl ey ccuidlsll
I Gl Il i (LIS (0 SluslT by demgis b e 6l SISy piosd Ty (0 Crralbunall (el
a2 LIS e @1 LY Jso amais Byle¥l oda oyl das, M Slus¥l (aelse dulet) dpe,d ¥3lud bue dine
sia (e eliill ndsdim disgis Luliall gzl L3las oo lagedd G| eSadl il «aeS> iles sluy) § Ggalud]
AL 5Lyl

578 yole @Il (& o o e dalgl (1l 7528 LSS an g aball (e saay Jeall 1das e Cuatul
el dalie § Sl eSae 48 Lo ol (el § Sl datie 8 Lae ¥ ol 0,83 Lo J) 28LYL (ByLe¥l uda ¢ 94
a Aoyeg Y Jyuol dles (oo dnilazal Jbs 3 Juaiis ddyad ST Cloglan (e o118 i s s
— e Wolly gaosll dloe § Llg> loslan oo Ilall oz digs Lo J) 28LaYL I Aol lls joylal 5925 Aaga
w5 oo illazme 3,83 a Ll sda clely Auadld) Aliie fly Osiall o3zis G 5uie e 0300 Log - ouliad ! gl
Ll (e 1SA @b o g Liaye 85l o

il Jlee) ao Liyli e gl J) Loes Ll 8,LeY1 sda Js sliSliel gl cilaglall cpe Julall 5501 o,
@ Ll Slelpall 5T calSe Zulyull sda clayzed 55l oo Wl (1§ 5o8sll Lies 8,570 By lall alell Sl
b dade e Bylacudl "Gl G9als" 7 lmi vay ( JUas¥) Ggizdly 5l a2udlg Jegtld aluedl el lddie cumitd (0
Aally Fyan,l e cillall o 28§ pag sz ls L 8yslanll Aumpaad| ULkl 8 Laglial (331 ol Auadlas] 8yLe) 6Ll
palall A slidtaly 6y31 Auliw 853 (61 59 S e Jond @ LS cAalaillly 59 wDdl] g ! o
0599 Oabainaly A yall cn SLBLTY! cueply $oall wiaid celall HLSI Lia Jlatind dmeall sladl s 35
oyl g e d) JISAT ol alotaily a1 Y] Al el Lple (58 (K0 s S «6l Byle) e sy slas

349


mailto:houchat.sami@univ-oeb.dz
mailto:houchat.sami@univ-oeb.dz
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-4136-7274

Loaball Alosdl Cll e zparll Cadge cuidy G Leade¥l Aoudl Sle eibyslall 2Ll $oall Bl e @b &
e 5,Le¥1 s 5552l

e o e Sl Ogals ()l Byle] cLdllay] g e Liall LS

Abstract:

The Christian-Muslim conflict in Sicily paved the way for Muslim expansion into the Italian mainland.
Despite challenging conditions, Muslims managed to establish Islamic emirates in southern Italy, most nota-
bly the Emirate of Bari, which lasted for thirty years under the rule of three successive emirs. These rulers
were in constant conflict with local Christian forces but skillfully exploited circumstances to consolidate
their presence, subdue neighboring Christian kingdoms, and maintain vital economic and trade networks.
The emirate's society was ethnically diverse, and its rulers sought recognition from the caliphate, asserting
their independence from other powers.

Established in a hostile and politically volatile environment, the Emirate of Bari projected an alternative
model of governance, distinct from prevailing norms in southern Italy. It reflected the ingenuity and cultural
sophistication of its Muslim rulers. This study seeks to explore the role of Christian fragmentation and inter-
nal conflicts in facilitating the Muslims’ temporary dominance over Bari and shaping the course of events in
the region. Key questions center on the mechanisms through which Muslims secured their rule, the govern-
ance alternatives they introduced, and the coordinated Christian efforts that ultimately led to the emirate’s
downfall.

This research draws on several historical sources, including Futuh al-Buldan by Ahmad ibn Yahya al-
Baladhuri, a contemporary of the emirate’s rise, and Ibn al-Athir’s Al-Kamil fi al-Tarikh, which provides
additional insights. Michele Amari’s History of the Muslims of Sicily offers a more comprehensive account,
utilizing both Latin and Arabic sources from the period. Further relevant details are found in Mohamed Tal-
bi’s The Aghlabid State: A Political History and Ahmad Aziz’s History of Islamic Sicily. However, most of
these sources discuss Bari’s history only incidentally rather than as a primary focus.

Despite the limited information available on the emirate, this study critically examines its history
through careful analysis of existing historical narratives to avoid inaccuracies. The key finding is that inter-
nal Christian conflicts enabled Muslim expansion into southern Italy, culminating in Khalfun al-Barbari’s
successful establishment of the Emirate of Bari. The Muslim rulers launched incursions into neighboring
Christian territories, compelling them into submission at various points. The emirate sought to entrench Is-
lam in the region and maintained allegiance solely to the Abbasid Caliphate. However, faced with mounting
Christian opposition, an alliance between the Franks and Byzantines led to a relentless siege of Bari. This
alone might not have caused the emirate’s fall, but the absence of support from neighboring Muslim states,
particularly the Aghlabids, who remained passive in the face of the Christian campaign, ultimately sealed its
fate.

Keywords : Southern Italy, the Emirate of Bari, Khalfoun the Berber, Mufarrij Ibn Salem.
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