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Abstract: This research paper aims to study the role of small and medium-sized enterprises
(SMEs) in achieving sustainable development, with a focus on Malaysia's experience in the
development and growth of SMEs. The study found that SMEs play a crucial role in achieving the
dimensions of sustainable development. These enterprises contribute to the creation of new
employment opportunities and the promotion of the local economy due to their small size and
flexible structures. SMEs have the ability to adapt to economic, social, and environmental changes
better than larger corporations. Moreover, they contribute to enhancing competitiveness, fostering
innovation, and stimulating the local economy at the global level.

The Malaysian experience serves as a successful model for the development and growth of
SMEs. In Malaysia, the necessary support and encouragement have been provided to these
enterprises through access to finance, resources, training assistance, knowledge sharing, and
expertise exchange. This support has enabled Malaysian SMEs to innovate, develop new products
and services, and contribute to the growth of the Malaysian economy and the achievement of global
sustainable development.

Keywords: SMEs, sustainable development, Malaysia's Experience, increasing competitiveness of
the local economy.
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Source: Gentrit Berisha, Justina Shiroka Pula, Defining Small and Medium
Enterprises: A critical review, Academic Journal of Business, Administration, Law and

Social Sciences, Vol 1 No 1, Albania, 2015, p19.
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