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Chautane’s 08 March 1938 Law and its Effects on Education and the Reformist
Movement in Algeria
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Abstract: .

This paper examines all material and human potentials exploited by France to hamper
education of the Algerians through promulgating an arsenal of laws, decrees and instructions
that prohibited teaching of the Arabic language, and ordered the closure of free schools. One
of these laws was issued on March 8", 1938 AD by ‘Camille Schotan’, the French Minister of
Education, who considered the Arabic language as a foreign language in Algeria. This had
repercussions on education and Algerian free schools in general. This research paper is also
intended to uncover the content of this law, its effects on education and the reform
movement in Algeria, and how it was confronted by the pioneers of the reform movement.
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