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The aesthetic philosophy of Riceeur: Between the Poetic
and the Ethical
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Summary :

Throughout his philosophical output, Paul Ricoeur

maintained a continuous and close—albeit complex—
relationship with aesthetics. This relationship is evident in the
digressions scattered throughout his most important writings,
where his aesthetic stance is revealed through his reading of
major philosophical works, particularly those of Aristotle and
Kant.
This relationship is also evident in his analyses of three of the
most famous literary and artistic works: Mrs. Dalawi, The Magic
Mountain, and In Search of Lost Time, from which he drew his
central problem related to time.

Ricoeur demonstrates how the rhythm of time in the realm
of human action is modified by literature, metaphor, and the
poetic nature of language, thus enabling the formation of a
narrative identity open to possible imaginary worlds.
Imagination, therefore, serves as a common ground between the
aesthetic and the ethical. For Ricoeur, it represents a mechanism
that makes philosophical and literary texts entities that possess
references that transcend the limits of language itself; as it goes

beyond the systematic closure of discourse and ensures an
intentional dimension for it.

This intentionality serves as a mediator between
individuals, on the one hand, and between individuals and the
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world, on the other, through a dialectical interaction between the
text or artwork and the recipient. Through the act of imagination,
new possibilities for existence in the world and the re-description
of reality (simulation) are opened up.From this arises the central
problem: How does Paul Ricoeur make aesthetics an extension
of his hermeneutical project, so that art becomes a medium for
understanding and a space where imagination, interpretation, and
ethics intersect?

Keywords: Aesthetics, Imagination, Poetry, Interpretation,
Ethics.
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Innovation, Journal of French and Francophone Philosophy / Revue de
la philosophie francaise et de langue francaise, T 3. 1991. P. 207-220;
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