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Summary :

The philosophical approach of Nasr Hamid Abu Zayd is
grounded in viewing the Qur’anic text as a linguistic and cultural
discourse, subject to the conditions of time and place. This opens
the door to a historical and rational interpretation, distanced from
the authority of sanctity. However, counter-philosophical
critiques argue that such an approach deconstructs the very
concept of revelation. They emphasize an epistemological
rupture between the Qur’an and the culture of the pre-Islamic era
(Jahiliyyah), asserting that the text transcends temporality. Thus,
a tension emerges between a historicist perspective that
humanizes the text and another that insists on affirming its divine
nature as an absolute point of reference. This raises a
fundamental philosophical question about the nature of the
sacred text and the limits of rational interpretation. In fact, Abu
Zayd’s attempt to link the text to socio-cultural reality and to
consider it a cultural product is, paradoxically, a leap over that
very reality and culture—since the Qur’an was never a mere
outcome of the Jahiliyyah environment, nor a reflection of its
conditions or cultural features.

Keywords: Qur’an, text, sanctity, tradition, revelation,
interpretation.
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