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The status of women in Ali Shariati’s thought
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Summary :

Ali Shariati proposed a revolutionary and liberating vision
of the role of women in Islam and society, emphasizing that their
position should be based on awareness, education, and critical
thinking, far from traditional concepts that restrict their freedom
and limit their roles. He highlighted women’s responsibility
them to hold a significant place in Islam and society, capable of
initiating social revolutionary transformations.

Convinced that women who possess deep awareness and
understanding of religion and society can make a meaningful
contribution to progress and liberation, Shariati called for an
intellectual revival that restores women’s natural place in society
while preserving the essence of religion, free from anything that
marginalizes their rights.

He viewed Islam as a comprehensive system, which is
evident in his adoption of Fatima as an exemplary model,
emphasizing that religion is not limited to spiritual aspects but
encompasses all dimensions of life, including women’s rights to
work, education, and political participation. Therefore, he
distinguished between the traditional western concept of
liberation and a form of emancipation that aligns whit Islamic
values.

Keywords: Ali Shariati;, Women; Islam; Traditionalists;
Modernists.
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