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Summary:

Ousia is a Greek philosophical term, with multiple
connotations that express essence, existence, or substance.
According to this multiplicity, the importance of the philosophical
treatment of this term and its various connotations appears. In this
article, we will answer two questions: the first about the
connotations of the word “Ousia” in Plato’s dialectic, and the
second about the reason for these different connotations. The
purpose of the two questions is to clarify the source of the term
Ousia and its concept, as well as the method of its use by Plato
according to the general circulation of the ancient Greeks and its
philosophical need.

The article concludes that Plato transferred the meaning of
the act of possession from general use to the expression of what
things themselves possess, so that it became indicative of their
realistic nature and their true existence. According to the
multiplicity of the meanings of Ousia its philosophical functions
varied, and they can be limited to three basic areas: the first, as an
expression of the identification of a thing to itself; the second, as
an expression of the one existence; and the third, as an indication
of the Ideas.
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18 - Ibid, p 188.
19 _ Plato, Laws, translated by R. G. Buru, Lm.D. William Heinemann,
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Chambry, GF Flammarion, Paris, 1967, p (142 b).
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by Adam Alles, The Dial Press, New York, 1933, pp 81-82.
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