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Summary:  

In recent years, digital technologies have transformed human communication by creating virtual 
environments that transcend geographical boundaries, facilitate cross-cultural interaction, and 
connect individuals across diverse societies. Within this context, social media platforms have 
emerged as dominant spaces for communication, attracting vast and diverse audiences. Beyond 
their communicative function, these platforms have become influential arenas that shape social 
relationships, influence patterns of interaction, and contribute to the construction and negotiation of 
individual identities. 

Against this background, the present paper investigates the impact of digital content creators on the 
value systems of university students, considering this phenomenon one of the major challenges 
confronting the preservation of cultural specificity.  

The growing concern among societies about safeguarding their collective identity has heightened 
scholarly interest in culture as a fundamental pillar of social cohesion and continuity. As the 
repository of a society's historical experiences, shared values, and collective memory, culture 
constitutes a core component of national identity and reinforces individuals' sense of belonging 
within an increasingly globalized digital environment. 
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1. Introduction 

 Over the past decade, digital communication has fundamentally transformed the way 

individuals interact by creating virtual environments that transcend geographical 

boundaries and facilitate unprecedented cultural exchange. Social media platforms 

have become central spaces for interpersonal communication, attracting billions of 

users and reshaping patterns of social interaction. Beyond enabling the rapid 

circulation of news, text, images, and audiovisual content, these platforms have 

evolved into influential environments where identities are constructed, negotiated, 

and publicly represented. Platforms such as Facebook, X (formerly Twitter), and 

YouTube have therefore become significant actors in both everyday communication 

and contemporary cultural production. 

Within this context, cultural identity represents the enduring set of shared values, 

beliefs, traditions, and historical experiences that distinguish one society from 

another. It constitutes the foundation of national belonging and collective 

consciousness while preserving the cultural continuity of communities in the face of 

accelerating technological and social transformations. 

1. Methodological Framework 

1.1 Research Problem 

From a communication perspective, identity is not a fixed attribute but a dynamic 

social construct continuously shaped through everyday interactions within different 

social environments. Traditionally, the family has served as the primary setting for 

transmitting cultural values and social norms, providing individuals with their 

earliest perceptions of reality and collective belonging. However, the emergence of 

digital communication technologies has introduced new interactive spaces that 

increasingly compete with conventional institutions of socialization. 

These emerging digital environments expose individuals to multiple cultural models 

that may reinforce, reshape, or even challenge established value systems. Continuous 

movement between offline and online contexts contributes to significant 

transformations in individuals' perceptions, social practices, and patterns of 

interaction. Consequently, digital platforms have become influential arenas in which 

identity is continuously negotiated through communication, participation, and 

symbolic representation. 

At the same time, cultural globalization has intensified concerns regarding the 

preservation of local identities. As digital media facilitate the circulation of global 

cultural narratives, many societies have become increasingly aware of the need to 

safeguard their cultural distinctiveness. Culture remains the principal repository of 

collective memory, historical experience, and shared values, making it an essential 
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pillar of national identity and social cohesion. While intercultural communication 

enriches mutual understanding, it also raises important questions concerning the 

continuity and resilience of local cultural identities. 

Against this backdrop, the present study addresses the following central research 

question: 

How do content creators contribute to shaping the cultural identity of Algerian youth 

through Facebook as a digital communication platform? 

1.2 Research Questions 

The study seeks to answer the following questions: 

What are the main characteristics of users who construct and employ virtual 

identities on Facebook? 

How do content creators facilitate individuals' self-expression and digital self-

representation? 

Which factors most significantly influence the adoption and use of virtual identities? 

How do participants engage with practices of virtual identity construction on 

Facebook, and in what ways do they express their identities through this digital 

platform? 

1.3 Significance and Objectives of the Study 

This study aims to examine the influence of media and communication globalization 

on the cultural identity of Algerian youth. As digital platforms increasingly dominate 

the production and circulation of information, they also disseminate cultural symbols, 

narratives, visual representations, and values that may reshape traditional 

conceptions of identity. Consequently, virtual spaces have become strategic sites 

where cultural meanings are negotiated and reproduced. 

 

The significance of this research lies in its attempt to provide a balanced assessment 

of the positive and negative implications of content creators' influence on young 

people's cultural identities. It further explores how intensive social media use affects 

offline social relationships, identity formation, and the evolving interaction between 

authentic personal identity and digitally constructed identities within Facebook-

mediated communication. 

Conceptual Definitions 

Use 

 

According to Proulx, the concept of use extends beyond the mere operation of 

technological tools to encompass how individuals actually engage with and 

appropriate these technologies in their daily lives. It emphasizes the social 
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appropriation of technology by examining the relationship between users, 

technological devices, and the content they consume or produce. Accordingly, 

technology use can be understood through the practices, meanings, and patterns of 

interaction that emerge from users' experiences. 

Within the context of this study, use refers to the ways in which young people 

engage with Facebook as a digital communication platform. It specifically concerns 

how they disclose personal information, whether authentic or fictional, and how they 

employ the platform to construct, negotiate, and present their virtual identities 

through interactions with others. 

Virtual Identity 

For the purposes of this research, virtual identity refers to the collection of personal 

attributes, symbols, visual elements, profile information, and behavioral 

characteristics that individuals employ to represent themselves on Facebook. It 

encompasses the processes through which users construct their digital personas, 

communicate their identities to others, and participate in social interactions within 

virtual communities. 

Youth 

The concept of youth has remained a subject of scholarly debate since the mid-

twentieth century because of the difficulty in establishing precise age boundaries. 

The American sociologist Talcott Parsons argued that the extension of formal 

education has prolonged the period commonly associated with youth. From this 

perspective, age is not merely a biological category but also a cultural and social 

construct that shapes personal identity, self-awareness, psychological development, 

aspirations, social status, and individuals' perceptions of their place within society. 

Theoretical Framework 

I. Algerian Cultural Identity: Between Historical Legacy and Contemporary 

Transformations 

Having clarified the key concepts underlying this study, it is equally important to 

examine the foundations of Algerian cultural identity. Algeria belongs historically 

and culturally to the Arab-Islamic world; consequently, its civilizational identity 

reflects its affiliation with the broader Arab-Islamic community while maintaining 

distinctive national characteristics. 

 

This identity enjoys broad social recognition and constitutes an important source of 

cohesion among members of Algerian society. Alongside socioeconomic and 

developmental factors, historical experiences at both the national and international 

levels have contributed to the consolidation of Algeria's cultural identity. These 
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historical processes have established three fundamental pillars that continue to define 

the country's cultural identity: 

Islam as the principal religious foundation; 

Arabic as the national and cultural language; 

Amazigh heritage as an essential historical and civilizational component. 

Together, these elements provide the cultural framework through which Algerian 

society preserves its historical continuity while responding to contemporary social 

and cultural transformations. 

Continuity and Transformation of Algerian Cultural Identity 

It is generally acknowledged that every society possesses a distinctive cultural 

identity that reflects its historical experience, collective values, and social 

characteristics. Preserving this identity has become an essential objective for 

communities seeking to protect their cultural heritage from erosion under the 

growing influence of external cultural models. 

Algerian society represents a rich cultural mosaic shaped by multiple historical and 

civilizational affiliations. It embodies Arab-Islamic, Amazigh, Mediterranean, 

African, and global dimensions, while also reflecting linguistic diversity through the 

coexistence of Arabic- and French-speaking communities, as well as regional 

Amazigh groups such as the Chaoui, Kabyle, Mozabite, and Tuareg populations. 

Despite this diversity, these components coexist within a unified national framework 

founded on shared historical values and the common cultural legacy of Arab-Islamic 

civilization. 

A closer examination of Algeria's cultural identity reveals its multidimensional and 

dynamic character. Among its most visible features is the continuing influence of the 

French language and culture, which has generated ongoing debates concerning 

language policy and cultural orientation. Nevertheless, this diversity should not be 

interpreted as a source of fragmentation. Rather, Algeria's linguistic and cultural 

plurality constitutes an integral component of its national identity. The country's 

various regional cultures should therefore be viewed as complementary expressions 

of a common national heritage rather than as competing or isolated identities. 

This perspective raises an important question concerning the balance between 

permanence and change within cultural identity. While certain components—

particularly religion and language—remain relatively stable and serve as the core 

foundations of national identity, other elements, including customs, social values, 

and patterns of thought, continue to evolve in response to social transformation and 

intercultural interaction. In recognition of this dynamic relationship, Algeria has 

pursued policies aimed at strengthening its cultural identity by promoting Arabic in 
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education, public administration, the judicial system, and other institutional sectors. 

Although these reforms have generated intellectual and political debate, they reflect 

broader efforts to reconcile modernization with the preservation of Algeria's 

historical, cultural, and civilizational heritage. Consequently, national development 

has been envisioned not as a process of cultural replacement but as one that 

reinforces linguistic, religious, and cultural continuity while embracing the country's 

rich cultural diversity. 

II. Cultural Globalization and Its Symbolic Dimensions in Digital Spaces 

Cultural globalization generally refers to the growing interconnectedness of societies 

and the increasing circulation of cultural values, practices, and symbolic forms 

across national boundaries. Advances in communication technologies and digital 

media have significantly accelerated this process, enabling individuals around the 

world to access diverse cultural products, beliefs, lifestyles, and systems of 

knowledge almost instantaneously. 

Although cultural globalization is often associated with the emergence of shared 

global cultural patterns, many scholars argue that it primarily reflects the growing 

influence of Western cultural models through the international media system and 

digital communication platforms. In this sense, globalization contributes to the 

dissemination of dominant cultural narratives that may gradually reshape local 

cultural practices and symbolic representations. 

Culture remains the principal marker of collective identity, encompassing language, 

history, traditions, beliefs, values, and shared memories that distinguish one society 

from another. Whereas cultural identity emphasizes diversity, uniqueness, and 

historical continuity, globalization tends to encourage standardization and the 

diffusion of universal cultural models. Consequently, a fundamental tension emerges 

between the preservation of cultural specificity and the pressures of global cultural 

integration. 

This relationship is therefore characterized by both interaction and conflict. On the 

one hand, globalization facilitates intercultural dialogue and mutual understanding; 

on the other, it raises concerns about cultural homogenization and the potential 

weakening of local identities. These competing dynamics have generated extensive 

academic and political debate regarding the future of cultural diversity in an 

increasingly interconnected world. 

 

In response to these concerns, international organizations—particularly UNESCO—

have promoted the principle of cultural diversity as a balanced alternative between 

unrestricted globalization and cultural isolation. This approach advocates 
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reconciliation between unity and diversity by recognizing social cohesion as 

compatible with cultural plurality. It further emphasizes intercultural and 

interreligious dialogue as essential mechanisms for promoting peaceful coexistence 

and reducing the risk of civilizational conflict in the context of global cultural 

transformation. 

III. Selfhood and Identity Representation in New Communication Media 

Virtual environments have become influential spaces for the construction and 

negotiation of selfhood. Through digital communication, individuals continuously 

redefine their identities using a variety of symbolic and representational processes. 

Among the most prominent mechanisms shaping identity construction in digital 

environments are: 

Personalization – framing events and experiences from an individual-centered 

perspective. 

Dramatization – presenting situations in emotionally intensified or sensationalized 

forms. 

Fragmentation – reducing complex realities into isolated and disconnected elements. 

Normalization – transforming particular behaviors or viewpoints into socially 

accepted norms. 

These representational mechanisms closely resemble the structural and functional 

characteristics of social stereotypes. They simplify reality by emphasizing selected 

aspects of social phenomena while overlooking their broader complexity, thereby 

offering partial rather than comprehensive interpretations of social events and issues. 

Contemporary virtual communities rely extensively on social networking platforms 

as their principal channels for understanding others and engaging in social 

interaction. In this respect, Facebook functions as more than a communication 

platform; it operates as a symbolic space where users construct images of themselves 

and others while simultaneously contributing to the formation of collective identities. 

Digital media therefore not only participate in the production of identity but also 

reflect and reinforce it through interactive practices such as liking, sharing, 

commenting, and other forms of online participation that foster emotional 

engagement and collective meaning-making. 

 

Furthermore, proverbs, internet memes, humorous narratives, caricatures, and other 

forms of popular digital expression have become valuable indicators of collective 

representations within online communities. These symbolic forms communicate 

shared emotions and social experiences through humor and metaphor rather than 

purely rational discourse. By drawing upon collective imagination and exposing 
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social contradictions through symbolic language, they reveal underlying cultural 

assumptions and social stereotypes. Consequently, they constitute important 

empirical material for sociological and phenomenological research. From the 

perspective of Anthony Giddens' theory of structuration, these continuous 

interactions also contribute to the ongoing construction and reproduction of both 

personal and collective identities. 

Identity cannot be understood solely through self-definition; it is equally constituted 

through its relationship with others. Difference and distinction are therefore essential 

conditions for identity formation. While identity often appears to be an internal 

process of self-recognition, it simultaneously depends upon external recognition and 

social differentiation. The stronger the desire to affirm a distinctive identity, the 

greater the emergence of multiple and overlapping identities. Consequently, identity 

should be understood as a dynamic and relational process rather than a fixed or 

isolated attribute. Human existence itself is inseparable from this continuous 

negotiation between the self and the other. 

IV. From Social Interaction to Digital Communication Spaces 

The beginning of the twenty-first century witnessed an unprecedented technological 

and knowledge revolution that transformed digital writing into one of the defining 

features of contemporary communication, production, and cultural expression. 

Digital technologies have expanded the possibilities of linguistic and visual discourse 

by integrating multimedia elements and interactive design, while the Internet has 

evolved into both a global communication infrastructure and an extensive virtual 

repository of knowledge. 

Interactive digital discourse introduces expressive and aesthetic characteristics that 

differ fundamentally from those of conventional printed texts. Digital content 

enables collaborative authorship, multiple contributors, nonlinear reading paths, and 

interconnected hypertext structures that allow users to navigate information 

according to their own preferences. As Jakob Nielsen argues, digital environments 

empower users to explore narrative worlds actively rather than merely consume them, 

transforming readers into participants who construct meaning through navigation and 

interaction. 

 

Digital texts increasingly combine written language with moving images, audio 

narration, music, visual symbols, and other semiotic resources. As a result, meaning 

is no longer produced through linear textual progression but through dynamic and 

multidirectional networks of signs that enrich users' interpretative experiences. 
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These transformations have generated new theoretical perspectives concerning 

digital content and interactive communication. Growing scholarly attention has 

focused on the relationship between readers and digital texts, particularly regarding 

identity formation in online environments. Within the context of globalization, 

digital communication simultaneously encourages universal connectivity and 

strengthens the desire for cultural distinctiveness. As individuals become 

increasingly integrated into global communication networks, they often seek to 

reaffirm their own cultural identities and social uniqueness. Consequently, cultural 

identity has become more visible than ever before, serving as both a marker of 

belonging and a means of distinguishing communities within an increasingly 

interconnected digital world. While some societies struggle to preserve their cultural 

identity amid rapid global change, others successfully transform their cultural 

heritage into a source of international visibility and influence. 

General Findings and Conclusions 

The qualitative reading of the data yielded a set of results and conclusions that can be 

presented as follows: 

The study showed that cultural identity is not a fixed structure, but rather a changing 

construct influenced by social and cultural transformations, especially in the context 

of what is known as the “crisis of concepts and terminology,” where approaching 

reality becomes synonymous with approaching its crises and attempting to 

understand them. 

The findings indicated a lack of awareness among a segment of young people 

regarding the nature of the risks that may threaten cultural identity through digital 

content. This reflects a deficiency in the awareness roles of social and educational 

institutions, foremost among them the family, the school, the mosque, and other 

social actors. 

The respondents’ answers revealed noticeable changes in clothing styles and 

language patterns among young people, despite the richness of the Algerian cultural 

heritage with its linguistic diversity (Amazigh, Chaoui, Tuareg, etc.) and clothing 

traditions (Kabyle, Tuareg, Chaoui, Naïli, etc.). However, this heritage no longer 

receives sufficient attention within virtual spaces, which reflects a state of tension in 

the construction of a cultural identity that balances authenticity and openness. 

 

Virtual cultural identity is defined through a set of basic components, most notably 

the national language and local dialects, in addition to customs, traditions, and social 

values, as they reflect the economic, social, cultural, and political structure of society.  
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Statistical data showed that digital spaces, despite the communication and social 

interaction opportunities they provide, remain a field for the reconfiguration of social 

interactions in a different context from real life, where users enjoy a higher degree of 

freedom of expression, whether through anonymity or through liberation from direct 

social control. 

The data also indicated that cultural identity is formed through the intersection of 

multiple elements, most importantly language, religion, history, and societal culture, 

making it a composite identity that reflects the society’s specificity and historical 

development. 

The analysis of the questionnaire revealed three levels of identity: individual identity, 

collective identity, and national/communal identity. This shows that cultural identity 

is not constructed at a single level but across interconnected and overlapping levels. 

The findings also showed that interaction within digital space leads to 

transformations in individual cognitive awareness, making individuals more willing 

to express themselves freely outside traditional social constraints, which creates a 

form of divergence between the real self and the virtual self. 

The data indicate that relationships within digital spaces, especially on social media 

platforms such as Facebook, are often based on friendship, interest, and kinship, in 

addition to curiosity and the desire to expand social networks. 

The results also showed that changing personal profiles is sometimes linked to the 

desire to hide one’s real identity or reshape it, allowing for multiple identities within 

the virtual space, reflecting the flexibility and symbolic reconstruction of the self in 

this environment. 

Finally, the study concluded that the internet provides a rich space for interaction and 

overcoming geographical isolation; however, it cannot fully replace real life, as the 

virtual personality remains an extension of the real personality rather than a 

substitute for it. 

Conclusion 

This study shows that the virtual space represents a broad field for the 

reconfiguration of meanings and identities, where cultural, social, and technological 

dimensions intersect. The transformations occurring in this space reflect a symbolic 

struggle between different cultural references, making cultural identity a dynamic 

issue linked to social and historical contexts. Therefore, understanding these 

transformations remains essential for interpreting the nature of contemporary 

societies and grasping the mechanisms of their formation in the context of 

digitalization and virtual communication. 
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