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The role of military studies centers in shaping national security doctrine: A

case study of the Algerian experience in combating terrorism and
transnational threats
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Abstract :

Over the past decades, the security environment in North Africa and the Sahel has
undergone profound transformations marked by the escalation of non-traditional
threats, most notably transnational terrorism, organized crime networks, irregular
migration, and illicit arms trafficking. These dynamics have generated a new
pattern of complex and hybrid risks that exceed the containment capacity of
conventional security approaches. In this context, national security can no longer
be reduced to field operations or temporary military responses; rather, it has
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become increasingly dependent on the development of a comprehensive national
security doctrine grounded in strategic knowledge, anticipatory planning, and
institutional analytical expertise.

Within this evolving framework, military research and strategic studies centers
have emerged as critical “think tanks™ that transform operational experience into
public policies and provide decision-makers with analytical tools and forward-
looking assessments necessary for rational security choices. The relationship
between military knowledge and political decision-making has thus evolved into
an integrative and complementary one, transcending the traditional divide between
“the field” and “analysis” to foster a new model of evidence-based and foresight-
oriented institutional security governance.

Algeria represents a particularly significant case study in this regard, given its
accumulated historical experience in counterterrorism since the 1990s and its
subsequent efforts to address the security repercussions of regional crises in the
Sahel and Libya. These challenges have driven the gradual development of a
national defense doctrine that combines hard deterrence, intelligence-led
prevention, border coordination, and proactive security measures. Through its
academic institutions, research bodies, and analytical centers, the People’s
National Army has played a central role in shaping this doctrine by producing
strategic knowledge, assessing risks, developing scenarios, and proposing policy
alternatives to decision-makers.

Accordingly, examining the role of military studies centers becomes essential for
understanding how defense knowledge can serve as a lever for security policy
formulation and how military institutions can transcend their traditional executive
functions to become cognitive and anticipatory actors within the security decision-
making cycle. This study therefore aims to conceptualize the Algerian experience
as an Arab model suitable for analysis and comparison, highlighting the impact of
Integrating strategic research with operational capacity in building a more resilient
and effective national security system capable of addressing cross-border threats.
Keywords:Military Research Centers; Strategic Studies; National Security
Doctrine; Counterterrorism; North Africa and the Sahel; Security Governance;
Defense Policy; Algeria.
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