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Summary:  

With the advent of the internet and the digital age, alongside the development of novel methods for 
launching cyberattacks against adversaries, the world has entered the era of fifth-generation 
warfare. This form of warfare combines non-kinetic activities—such as social engineering, 
disinformation campaigns, and recruitment—with the deployment of advanced technologies 
including information technology and artificial intelligence to execute cyber operations. The 
information industry, propaganda, and disinformation constitute integral components of this 
warfare paradigm, which encompasses psychological warfare, information warfare, cyber warfare, 
and biological warfare. Fifth-generation warfare is characterized by an expansive, 
multidimensional battlefield and the utilization of diverse instruments beyond conventional 
military force. 
        As the tempo of modern warfare accelerates, Algeria has experienced unprecedented attacks 
designed to tarnish its reputation, foment chaos, and disseminate misinformation and 
disinformation, with significant ramifications for its security and stability. Consequently, Algeria is 
engaged in an existential struggle against misinformation and disinformation, confronting 
imminent dangers that include media warfare and cyberattacks aimed at destabilizing the nation 
and sowing doubt within its institutions. The proliferation of unverified information, facilitated by 
the ease of digital dissemination, has led to the widespread phenomenon of fabricated news being 
weaponized to undermine national stability. Therefore, this article seeks to analyze the 
repercussions of fifth-generation warfare on Algeria and to delineate the framework for a proactive 
strategy to confront and counter these evolving threats. 
 
Keywords: 

war; fifth-generation warfare; national security compaign; media cmpaigns; disinformation. 

 

 
* Lilya Chaoui 

 

 

 

 



Fifth-Generation Warfare and Its Repercussions on Algerian National Security 
 ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 
- 46 - 

Introduction: 

      With the advent of fifth-generation warfare, control over conflict has become 

increasingly diffuse, as this mode of warfare can be wielded by nation-states, 

military forces, clandestine organizations, or even individual actors. Consequently, 

nations worldwide are developing comprehensive strategies to address these 

multifaceted challenges through the deployment of artificial intelligence technologies 

and fully autonomous systems within their military and cyber-electronic units. 

For Algeria, the challenges emanating from fifth-generation warfare necessitate the 

adoption of an integrated strategic approach, given the multiplicity and severity of 

threats to the nation's security and stability. These vulnerabilities are amplified by 

Algeria's diplomatic and political positions, as well as its strategic geographical and 

regional location. Despite significant measures undertaken to counter offensive 

campaigns—particularly in the electronic, cyber, and media domains—the tools and 

methodologies employed in fifth-generation warfare continue to evolve in both 

sophistication and complexity. This dynamic threat environment requires continuous 

modernization of strategies for cyberspace governance, enhancement of digital 

defense capabilities, and strengthening of capacities to combat disinformation, 

economic warfare, and social destabilization.  

Accordingly, this study addresses the following research questions: What are the 

implications of fifth-generation warfare for Algerian national security? What 

challenges does Algeria face in confronting this emergent form of warfare? 

Targeting awareness and perception: 

2. Key Concepts Related to Fifth-Generation Warfare 

2.1 Targeting Awareness and Perception 

The primary objective of fifth-generation warfare is not the destruction of enemy 

infrastructure or military forces, but rather the manipulation of awareness and 

perception among targeted populations. Psychological warfare instruments and 

disinformation campaigns are deployed to disseminate doubt, despair, and division 

within society, precipitating internal collapse without conventional military 

engagement. 

 2.2 Decentralization and Ambiguity 

Fifth-generation warfare is characterized by its decentralized nature, wherein 

attacks are conducted not only by regular military forces but also by diverse non-

state actors, including terrorist organizations, multinational corporations, non-

governmental organizations (NGOs), and individual or collective hacker groups. The 

adversary often constitutes an ambiguous entity that proves difficult to identify or 

counter through conventional military methods, rendering traditional defense 

mechanisms inadequate. 

 2.3 Advanced Technology as a Weapon 
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These conflicts have assumed unprecedented dimensions through their 

comprehensive scope and transcendence of traditional warfare paradigms. Fifth-

generation warfare synthesizes multiple forms of conflict simultaneously, relying 

extensively on: 

-Artificial Intelligence (AI): Employed to aggregate and analyze massive datasets 

(big data) concerning individuals, identifying vulnerabilities and enabling precision-

targeted influence campaigns. 

-Cyber Warfare: Directed against critical infrastructure including electrical grids, 

water distribution systems, telecommunications networks, and financial institutions, 

while simultaneously deploying malware to compromise system integrity. 

-Social Media Platforms: Utilized to disseminate disinformation, fabricated 

audiovisual content (deepfakes), and operate fictitious accounts designed to 

manipulate public opinion and direct user behavior patterns. 

 2.4 Social Engineering 

Social engineering represents a fundamental methodology for infiltrating personnel 

within sensitive institutions through psychological manipulation and social 

deception tactics that induce security breaches. American scholar Max Manwaring 

argues that fifth-generation warfare relies on coercion, state erosion, internal 

destabilization, and the imposition of alternative realities. The proliferation of these 

warfare modalities is partially attributed to media evolution and its strategic 

deployment in managing interstate relations and cultivating public opposition to 

political authorities. 

This warfare paradigm exploits and amplifies internal societal contradictions 

through diverse instruments, including military confrontations and economic, 

informational, and psychological warfare techniques. Fifth-generation warfare 

operates through networked alliances comprising state and non-state actors—

ranging from organized civil society groups to terrorist networks—with the objective 

of regime overthrow, popular discontent incitement, and existential threats to state 

sovereignty from within. 

2.5 Economic Warfare 

Economic instruments serve as potent weapons for destabilizing nations through: 

- Imposition of economic sanctions 

- Manipulation of commodity prices 

-Control over currency valuation and inflation rates 

- Disruption of supply chain networks 

-Strategic withholding of critical technologies to exert coercive pressure on 

adversaries1 

 2.6 Hybrid Warfare: Convergence of Diverse Tools 

Fifth-generation warfare is frequently characterized as "hybrid warfare" due to its 

integration of multifaceted instruments to achieve strategic objectives. This approach 
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synthesizes psychological, social, media, and economic tools, potentially 

incorporating armed violence executed by irregular, non-traditional combatant 

groups. The defining characteristic of this conflict modality is its comprehensiveness, 

encompassing not only military dimensions but also economic, political, 

humanitarian, ethical, and all facets of societal existence throughout sustained 

operational periods 

3. Characteristics of Fifth-Generation Warfare: 

   Beyond the widespread reliance on psychological warfare—one of the most critical 

instruments of fifth-generation conflict—this warfare paradigm constitutes an 

integrated system of media operations and psychological tactics. Its primary weapon 

is media and communication, leveraged for its dissemination capacity, influential 

potency, and accessibility to vast populations. The ammunition of this warfare 

consists of news, information, facts, and propaganda; its caliber comprises political 

manipulation and ideological conditioning; and its operational instruments include 

print media (newspapers and magazines), broadcast media (television and radio), 

and digital communication networks. The battlefield is the human psyche, while its 

specialized operatives include media and communication experts, historians, 

specialists in psychological and social sciences, international relations scholars, and 

intelligence officers. This form of warfare operates under both peacetime and 

conflict conditions, functions offensively on external fronts, and can be deployed 

across multiple domains simultaneously at all strategic levels. The defining 

characteristics of fifth-generation warfare include the following: 

3.1 Gray Zone Operations 

Gray zone warfare is characterized by the deliberate blurring of distinctions between 

weapons and non-weapons, battlefields and civilian spaces, criminal acts and acts of 

war, combatants and non-combatants, and state versus sub-state entities. Various 

domains—including economic, social, cultural, media, religious, and cyber 

spheres—are exploited as battlefields of equal strategic importance to conventional 

combat zones. This ambiguity transforms individuals engaged in these domains into 

potential combatants who can be weaponized against states if recruited by 

adversarial actors.2 

Gray zone operations employ three fundamental tactics: 

Incremental adjustment: Gradually altering the status quo without direct 

confrontation with the targeted state 

Proxy engagement: Utilizing intermediaries or non-state actors through proxy 

warfare, indirect deterrence, or state-sponsored terrorism 

Fait accompli imposition: Compelling the targeted state into conflictual engagement 

through irreversible actions 

3.2 Hybrid Warfare 

Hybrid warfare combines conventional and asymmetric warfare tactics while 

incorporating non-military dimensions into combat operations, such as providing 
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military and media support to separatist movements within targeted states. Hybrid 

warfare exhibits the following characteristics: 

Protracted Duration: Wars of attrition extending indefinitely, with termination 

contingent upon achieving strategic objectives, primarily driven by ideological, 

social, and religious factors. 

Enhanced Military Complexity: Non-state actors increasingly access sophisticated 

combat systems, advanced technologies, and cyber capabilities previously exclusive 

to conventional military forces. 

Expanded Non-Military Instruments: Non-state actors exploit economic tools, 

information warfare, cyber operations, and propaganda alongside kinetic military 

actions. 

Veiled Military Intervention: Aggressor states intervene under humanitarian 

pretexts—peacekeeping operations, minority protection, or counterterrorism—after 

deliberately instigating security and political instability through non-military means 

such as media propaganda. 

Broad Coalition Formation: Diverse actors including nation-states, non-state 

entities, organized criminal networks, terrorist organizations, and individuals forge 

strategic alliances. 

Decentralized Network Structure: Network-centric warfare relies on decentralized 

non-state actors executing objectives for aggressor states. These entities lack formal 

institutional hierarchies and centralized leadership, particularly in the contemporary 

information technology era. 

Unlimited Targeting Scope: All vital state sectors and fundamental societal 

components face indiscriminate targeting, resulting in resource depletion and 

multidimensional weakening across economic, social, ideological, cyber, religious, 

and other domains. 

3.3 Cyber Warfare 

Cyber warfare constitutes asymmetric conflict manifested through deliberate 

electronic attacks designed to disrupt, degrade, or destroy information systems. 

These operations target critical national infrastructure and compromise the integrity, 

confidentiality, and availability of information within state information systems. 

Cyberattacks are executed by both state and non-state actors, including 

organizations and individuals. The inherent danger lies in the difficulty of real-time 

attack detection, accurate damage assessment, and perpetrator attribution. Principal 

cyber warfare tools include: 

Destructive Operations: Sabotaging information systems and infrastructure across 

multiple sectors, including energy and financial services. 

Espionage: Penetrating information systems to exfiltrate classified intelligence 

concerning the target state's critical sectors—political, economic, military, and 

social—across strategic, operational, and tactical levels. 
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Chaos Propagation: Systematic efforts by aggressor states to undermine governing 

regimes, project state incapacity to secure critical systems, disseminate societal 

chaos, and pursue regime overthrow. 

3.4 Media Warfare 

Aggressor states concentrate on compromising targeted states' information 

ecosystems through information manipulation, disinformation dissemination, and 

scandal fabrication involving governing authorities, aiming to destabilize political 

and social orders while spreading chaos and doubt. Media warfare employs event 

exaggeration, rumor propagation, and discord amplification3. This warfare modality 

is characterized by low operational costs and facility in targeting societies through 

traditional media employment or recruitment of media professionals within targeted 

countries to manipulate public opinion serving adversarial interests via domestic or 

international media channels4. Social media platforms prove particularly effective, 

especially among youth demographics, enabling public opinion manipulation and 

distortion while advancing adversarial objectives.5 

Media warfare mechanisms include: 

Information Manipulation and Falsification: Distorting facts and manipulating 

information disseminated through various media outlets. 

Media Blackout: Imposing censorship on or withholding news concerning sensitive 

topics. 

Disinformation (Fake News): Employing deception and obfuscation without 

permitting verification opportunities through fabricating news and information, 

distorting facts, and creating deepfake content—manipulated videos, altered images, 

or synthetic audio recordings of public figures—to generate confusion, turmoil, and 

destabilization of internal and external stability in targeted nations. 

3.5 Narcotics Warfare 

Narcotics warfare involves flooding targeted countries with illicit drugs and 

psychotropic substances to destroy social fabric through cognitive impairment and 

societal degradation. Aggressor states utilize networks comprising organized 

criminal syndicates and terrorist groups to facilitate drug trafficking while 

simultaneously financing terrorist activities through narcotics proceeds. 

3.6 Psychological Warfare6 

Psychological warfare employs systematic psychological methodologies—including 

propaganda and rumor dissemination—to circulate selected information influencing 

emotions, opinions, sentiments, and behaviors across targeted societies' political, 

economic, social, and military dimensions. The objective is morale destruction and 

societal disintegration. Similarly, controlling national will and decision-making 

through systematic information saturation leveraging artificial intelligence 

constitutes psychological warfare applicable during both peacetime and armed 

conflict. Principal methods include: 
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Propaganda: Instilling defeatism, undermining religious principles and beliefs, 

eroding national values, cultivating societal skepticism to diminish trust in state 

institutions, and inciting discord and animosity among societal components and 

military units. 

Rumor Operations: Generating baseless narratives against targeted societies to 

achieve adversarial objectives. Rumors bifurcate into fear-based rumors—designed 

to erode societal confidence and cast doubt on state efforts—and aspiration-based 

rumors—cultivating false optimism leading to acceptance of adversarially imposed 

conditions. 

Crisis Fabrication and Conspiracy Construction: Exploiting minor incidents to 

manufacture crises affecting societal morale in targeted states. 

Terror and Chaos Incitement: Leveraging fear to terrorize and subjugate targeted 

populations through panic induction and chaos creation.7 

3.7 Cognitive Warfare 

Aggressor states deploy diverse instruments, mechanisms, and methodologies to 

exert enduring influence on individual and collective cognition, behavior, and 

attitudes, facilitating control over political and social orientations. This may 

precipitate public opinion manipulation, chaos dissemination, national unity erosion, 

and social division exacerbation within targeted countries. 

Cognitive warfare primarily targets human cognition and emotions, frequently 

utilizing visual media—images and videos—employing exaggeration and distortion 

techniques, appending false information to factual narratives, or misinterpreting 

events to align with adversarial strategic objectives.8 

3.8 Cultural and Social Warfare 

Cultural and social warfare represents a critical dimension of fifth-generation 

conflict, conducted through cultural and artistic institutions promoting ideological 

concepts related to freedom of expression and thought, human rights, citizenship, 

and human security. These ideas are disseminated through film and television 

production, cultural institutions, concerts, and cultural events, specifically targeting 

youth demographics. 

Cultural and social warfare precipitates national identity and value erosion, 

diminished belonging and loyalty—particularly among youth—and increased 

radicalization rates within targeted countries.9 

3.9 Biological Warfare 

Biological warfare (germ warfare) involves deliberate deployment of biological 

weapons and pathogens to disseminate deadly epidemics affecting humans, animals, 

and plants, destroying targeted countries' healthcare systems and eliminating 

agricultural and livestock resources. These biological agents are released by 

intelligence operatives or terrorist organizations.10 

3.10 Environmental Warfare 
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Environmental warfare comprises deliberate natural environment destruction 

through funding of sabotage operations affecting ecosystems, including forest 

incineration, natural resource depletion, and aquatic pollution with nuclear and 

biological industrial waste. Objectives include local economy destruction, 

population intimidation and displacement, and erosion of public trust in state 

institutions. 

4. Commonalities of Fifth-Generation Warfare 

The aforementioned fifth-generation warfare domains share several defining 

characteristics, most notably: 

Erosion of traditional deterrence: A marked decline in the efficacy of conventional 

deterrence principles and mechanisms 

Societal targeting: Direct assault on the fundamental fabric of society, including its 

identity, values, and foundational structures 

Actor proliferation and ambiguity: Weapons and operational tools accessible to both 

state and non-state actors have resulted in diminished control over international 

actors, complicating identification and attribution of belligerent parties 

Asymmetric warfare amplification: The effectiveness, accessibility, and ease of 

deployment characterizing fifth-generation warfare instruments enable both state 

and non-state actors to engage in asymmetric conflicts, with aggressor states 

frequently financing and supporting non-state proxies to foment internal conflicts 

within targeted nations 

 

5. Repercussions of Fifth-Generation Warfare on Algerian National Security 

Algeria, like numerous nations, confronts substantial challenges from fifth-

generation warfare, particularly given its independent decision-making processes 

and sovereign foreign policy positions. These conflicts constitute major threats to 

Algerian security through multiple vectors: 

5.1 Social Fabric Disruption 

Fifth-generation warfare exploits societal vulnerabilities—including ethnic and 

sectarian cleavages—through orchestrated media disinformation campaigns 

designed to foment discord and cultivate divisions among citizens, thereby 

weakening internal cohesion. Consequences include erosion of citizen trust in state 

institutions, value transformation, social fabric deterioration, and internal instability. 

These operations target national unity and domestic security through crisis 

fabrication, rumor propagation, and disinformation dissemination, precipitating 

societal fragmentation and homeland weakening. 

5.2 Institutional Confidence Erosion 

Disinformation and fabricated narratives systematically distort the image of 

governmental institutions—particularly security and military establishments—

thereby diminishing public confidence and destabilizing the state apparatus. 
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5.3 Critical Infrastructure Vulnerability 

Cyberattacks targeting critical infrastructure systems—including electrical grids, 

financial institutions, and telecommunications networks—threaten to paralyze public 

services and induce widespread panic. State institutions and essential infrastructure 

face persistent cyber intrusion attempts aimed at system penetration and sensitive 

data exfiltration, constituting direct threats to Algerian national security.11 

5.4 Adversary Ambiguity 

Unlike conventional warfare, fifth-generation conflicts feature ambiguous or 

unidentifiable adversaries—potentially individuals or collectives operating from 

concealed digital locations—significantly complicating defensive and responsive 

measures.12 

5.5 International Image Distortion 

Media disinformation campaigns systematically undermine Algeria's international 

standing and cast doubt upon its diplomatic positions, particularly regarding its 

support for liberation movements and just causes on the global stage.13 

These emerging methodologies render states increasingly vulnerable to both internal 

and external threats, necessitating development of innovative strategies to counter 

intangible challenges. 

6. Anti-Algeria Media Campaigns as a Fifth-Generation Warfare Front 

6.1 Conceptual Framework 

Hostile media campaigns constitute mechanisms and instruments of contemporary 

warfare. These campaigns may be defined as "coordinated efforts undertaken by 

specific entities aimed at promoting particular ideologies or increasing acceptance 

of social constructs, thereby effectuating attitudinal and behavioral transformation 

among individuals through dissemination of ideas, rumors, and disinformation." 

Such operations represent among the most dangerous psychological warfare 

modalities due to their profound impact on recipients' cognition. They constitute 

protracted conflicts whose outcomes remain unpredictable, potentially emanating 

from obscure sources while influencing consciousness and sowing confusion. 

Media campaigns against Algeria exemplify fifth-generation warfare paradigms. 

These operations frequently involve coordination between media outlets and external 

powers pursuing specific agendas, categorized as: cognitive modification campaigns, 

action transformation campaigns, behavioral alteration campaigns, and values 

reorientation campaigns. Employed as long-term instruments in fifth-generation 

warfare, these campaigns rely upon propaganda, rumors, and media disinformation 

to: 

Foment societal discord 

Disseminate destructive ideologies 

Violate individual privacy rights 

Undermine national identity foundations 
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Induce psychological distress among Algerians and diminish national achievements 

6.2 Strategic Objectives 

Media campaigns directed against Algeria transcend conventional criticism, 

constituting components of broader "media warfare" or "fifth-generation warfare" 

strategies. These orchestrated campaigns target sensitive issues to manipulate public 

opinion and distort national image. Strategic objectives include: 

Achievement distortion: Emphasizing weaknesses while systematically ignoring 

national accomplishments across various sectors. 

International image manipulation: Targeting Algeria's independent diplomatic 

positions—particularly concerning regional issues including the Palestinian cause 

and Western Sahara question. Certain media outlets attempt to portray Algeria's 

principled stances as serving parochial or regional interests, thereby questioning 

sovereign positions, attacking diplomatic commitments to Arab and African causes, 

and linking them to alternative agendas. 

National unity subversion: Media campaigns focus on inciting discord among 

Algerian societal components, particularly through identity and cultural issues, 

aiming to destabilize internal conditions, foment sectarian tensions, and amplify 

ethnic, tribal, or regional divisions to fragment society and undermine stability. 

Disinformation proliferation: A primary instrument whereby false information 

concerning social, economic, or political issues—such as food price inflation or 

corruption allegations—circulates to generate societal anxiety and tension. 

Leadership delegitimization: Disseminating defamatory content against officials to 

undermine credibility and erode public trust, constituting a serious challenge 

requiring collective awareness, effective counter-disinformation strategies, enhanced 

societal digital resilience, and protection of state symbols and institutions. 

6.3 Campaign Motivations 

Analytical assessments suggest these campaigns pursue multiple strategic objectives: 

Regional and international role circumscription: Algeria's sovereign positions and 

rejection of subordination position it as an obstacle to certain regional and 

international agendas. 

State-citizen trust erosion: Attempts to create rifts between citizens and state 

institutions by casting doubt upon domestic and foreign policies. 

Adversarial deflection: Media campaigns occasionally target Algeria to divert 

attention from sensitive internal issues confronting other nations. 

6.4 Historical Context and Examples 

These examples demonstrate that anti-Algeria media campaigns constitute not 

merely transient criticism but rather components of comprehensive strategies aimed 

at influencing national stability and security. 

During periods of political crisis, Algeria endured intensive media campaigns led by 

French outlets targeting counterterrorism efforts. The campaign titled "Who Kills 
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Whom?" exemplified this phenomenon, with contemporary observers noting that 

Algeria confronted not merely terrorism but a multi-front information battle. Such 

hostile media campaigns intensified as Algeria transitioned to reconstruction 

following terrorist devastation and restoration of international standing through 

strengthened positions on regional and international issues. 

Moroccan-Zionist Axis Media Hostility 

Territorial integrity challenges emerged on January 22, 2023, when Morocco's 

Director of Archives declared before the Moroccan News Agency possession of 

purported historical documents establishing sovereignty over Algeria's southwestern 

territories (referenced as "Eastern Sahara"), urging Moroccan media amplification 

of territorial claims. 

French Media Hostility 

Several notable incidents exemplify French media antagonism: 

Vaccine disinformation (March 29, 2020): France 24 disseminated false claims that 

COVID-19 vaccines were restricted exclusively to military personnel. 

Provocative documentary broadcast: Public channel France 5 and parliamentary 

channel LCP simultaneously aired "Algeria, My Love," a documentary featuring 

disaffected Algerian youth discussing grievances including the "Black Decade," 

alleged military governance, corruption, and leadership critique, provoking 

widespread Algerian public indignation. 

Human rights accusations (November 26, 2020): French Parliamentary criticism of 

Algeria's human rights record, particularly highlighting journalist Khaled Drareni's 

detention as exemplifying alleged governmental repression of activists and 

journalists. 

Judicial credibility attacks (January 3, 2023): Le Monde published an editorial 

questioning Algerian judicial credibility in the case of journalist Ihsane El Kadi 

(Radio M proprietor), accusing Algeria of freedom restriction and press suppression. 

 

7. Algeria's Strategies and Mechanisms for Confronting Fifth-Generation Warfare: 

Fifth-generation warfare fundamentally targets Algeria's cultural authenticity and 

national identity. Consequently, it is imperative to delegate strategic planning 

authority to qualified experts and technical specialists capable of formulating 

comprehensive strategic options. This necessitates establishing an elite advisory 

body comprising foremost intellectuals and practitioners to develop proactive and 

preventive strategies through multisectoral planning that invests in the knowledge 

economy. Proactive strategy constitutes one of Algeria's most critical mechanisms 

for confronting fifth-generation warfare, premised upon the principle of anticipatory 

action to prevent conflicts and resolve disputes through peaceful means. Leveraging 

Algeria's extensive counterinsurgency experience and proven capacity in addressing 

asymmetric threats, the nation has implemented diverse preventive mechanisms and 

strategies across multiple domains, detailed as follows: 
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7.1 Military and Security Strategy 

7.1 1. Professional Development and Training: Continuous and systematic training 

of security professionals enhances capabilities in information collection and 

analytical threat prediction, enabling proactive threat neutralization. This training 

ensures technological currency amid rapid innovation while developing extensive 

human intelligence networks within local communities. 

7.1 2. Preemptive Security Operations: Emphasis on preventive security through 

preemptive operations and enhanced military-intelligence capabilities for gathering 

actionable intelligence on terrorist organizations and foreign operatives, 

neutralizing threats before materialization. This includes systematic clearance 

operations targeting terrorist strongholds, deploying specialized counterterrorism 

forces alongside advanced surveillance technologies to track emerging threats. 

7.1 3. International Military Cooperation: Utilization of bilateral military 

partnerships—notably with Russia and China—encompassing military expertise 

exchange, training programs, and armament provision. Algeria actively participates 

in regional and international security mechanisms, facilitating information exchange, 

joint training exercises, and collaborative military operations to counter 

contemporary threats. 

7.1 4. Interagency Coordination: Strengthening coordination mechanisms among 

diverse security agencies to ensure comprehensive approaches, including 

partnerships with nations such as the United States, particularly in counterterrorism 

domains, given shared interests in combating terrorism throughout the Sahel region. 

7.1 5. Institutional Modernization: Fortifying security institutions through provision 

of cutting-edge technologies and weapon systems, modernizing military forces to 

address both conventional and emerging threats. Priority focus on enhancing 

intelligence and security agency capabilities for rapid, accurate information 

collection and analysis—a critical success factor in contemporary warfare—

supplemented by advanced technologies including satellite systems, unmanned aerial 

vehicles, and electronic surveillance infrastructure. 

7.1 6. Information Systems Enhancement: Updating and developing information 

collection, organization, and analytical systems. Technological advancement has 

emerged as a fundamental pillar supporting state military capability, enabling 

mobilization of human capital and material resources for protracted conflicts. This 

technological foundation undergirds Algeria's economic transformation and 

comprehensive institutional digitization initiative, including military establishments. 

7.1 7. Border Security Reinforcement: Strengthening border security through 

modern equipment deployment, specialized security forces, and National People's 

Army units with enhanced monitoring capabilities to combat diverse security 

threats—including contraband smuggling, organized criminal networks, and 

terrorist infiltration. This assumes critical importance given escalating threats in the 

African Sahel region, characterized by transnational terrorism proliferation, 
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organized crime expansion, arms trafficking networks, and persistent attempts to 

flood Algeria with illicit narcotics. 

7.1 8. Counterterrorism Cooperation: Enhancing international cooperation through 

participation in regional and international counterterrorism initiatives. Algeria has 

accumulated substantial expertise in combating terrorist networks and extremism 

domestically and internationally, exchanging experiences and best practices with 

nations confronting similar threats. Algeria serves as a founding member of the 

Global Counterterrorism Forum, reflecting its leadership role in multilateral 

security cooperation. 

7.1 9. Irregular Migration Management: Confronting irregular immigration—which 

may be exploited as a fifth-generation warfare vector—through public awareness 

campaigns and legal criminalization via recent Penal Code amendments, 

establishing criminal justice policies to reduce this phenomenon through explicit 

statutory provisions and specialized penalties, complemented by comprehensive 

security strategies. 

7.1 10. Adaptive Strategy Evolution: Continuously monitoring fifth-generation 

warfare evolution and adjusting strategies accordingly, leveraging emerging 

technologies and innovations to counter evolving threats through dynamic response 

mechanisms. 

7.1 11. Enhanced Multilateral Engagement: Strengthening Algeria's participation in 

international and regional forums, positioning the nation as a prominent advocate 

for regional peace and stability through active diplomatic engagement.14 

7.2 Diplomatic and Political Mechanisms and Strategies 

Algeria employs soft power instruments to enhance international standing and 

achieve diplomatic objectives through media engagement, digital communications, 

and global audience interaction, promoting a positive national image internationally. 

This is accomplished through the following mechanisms:15 

7.2.1Crisis Containment and Non-Interference: Managing crises in neighboring 

states while adhering to non-interference principles in sovereign affairs. Algeria's 

active mediation role is evident in efforts to contain the Libyan crisis and stabilize 

situations in Mali and Niger, demonstrating regional diplomatic leadership. 

7.2 .2African Continental Strategy: To consolidate its African continental position, 

Algeria pursues long-term strategic engagement with African nations based on 

Joseph Nye's soft power framework, encompassing expanded material support, 

infrastructure assistance, and cultural-artistic exchange. This approach has yielded 

positive results toward strategic objectives, demonstrated through: 

Debt Relief Initiatives: Cancellation of billions of dollars in sovereign debt for 

multiple Arab and African nations including Benin, Burkina Faso, Democratic 

Republic of Congo, Ethiopia, Guinea, Guinea-Bissau, Mali, Mozambique, Niger, 

Senegal, Seychelles, and Tanzania. Additionally, over $250 million in Mauritanian 

debt was forgiven, accompanied by a $50 million grant to Tunisia in 2011. 
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Continental Development Leadership: Significant 2001 participation in formulating 

the New Partnership for Africa's Development (NEPAD) vision, successful mediation 

in Tuareg financial crises, and essential contributions to ceasefire negotiations 

during the Ethiopia-Eritrea border conflict. 

Development Finance: Allocation of dedicated budgets for African assistance, 

support, and development initiatives, establishing numerous cooperation and 

integration projects including the African Unity Road—a 10,000-kilometer trans-

Saharan highway project. 

Digital Infrastructure: Trans-Saharan Fiber Optic Network spanning over 4,500 

kilometers, enhancing continental digital connectivity. 

Energy Infrastructure: Trans-African gas pipeline project extending from continental 

interior to European markets, with Algerian operational control. 

Energy Sector Investment: Sonatrach (national hydrocarbon company) investments 

in northern Mali petroleum exploration and development. 

Development Agency Establishment: February 2020 creation of the Algerian Agency 

for International Cooperation, Solidarity, and Development, financing development 

projects across African nations, reflecting Algeria's conviction that continental 

security and stability are inextricably linked to development. This agency serves as a 

critical instrument of Algerian soft power projection in Africa, with activities 

extending beyond economic domains to encompass cultural, social, infrastructure, 

natural resource protection, education, training, healthcare, social protection, 

agricultural projects, food security, and sports initiatives. 

Sustainable Development Goals Alignment: Establishing economic and social 

projects benefiting African Union member states, assisting lower-income African 

nations in project development combating poverty, reducing irregular migration 

among African youth northward, and achieving sustainable security and stability. 

Educational Cooperation: Providing scholarships to international students, 

particularly Africans, for study in Algeria, and collaborating with international 

educational institutions for knowledge and experience exchange. 

7.2 .3Foreign Policy Non-Interference Principle: Preventing interference in Algerian 

internal affairs constitutes a fundamental measure repelling fifth-generation warfare 

attacks, representing a cornerstone principle of Algeria's foreign policy. Algeria has 

documented numerous interference attempts, particularly during popular movement 

periods and recent electoral processes.16 

On November 26, 2020, the European Parliament issued calls for Algerian 

authorities to lift media restrictions and cease detentions, attempting to intervene in 

domestic affairs through a resolution criticizing human rights conditions and 

detention of political activists, journalists, human rights defenders, and government 

critics.17 

Algeria condemned the European Parliament resolution as offensive interference. A 

November 28, 2020, Foreign Ministry statement declared that "no European 
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institution may interfere in our internal affairs in such crude and unacceptable 

manner," warning that such actions would "harm Algeria's relations with European 

partners," while emphasizing Algeria maintains "relations based on mutual respect 

with Europe and non-interference in others' internal affairs." 

Algeria severed diplomatic relations with Morocco due to "a series of hostile 

positions and attitudes" by Rabat officials, explaining Morocco had become "a rear 

operational base supporting serious attacks against Algeria, most recently false 

accusations against Algeria by the Israeli Foreign Minister in the presence of his 

Moroccan counterpart at the latter's instigation." 

7.3 Digital and Media Mechanisms and Strategies18 

7.3.1 Digital/Cyber Mechanisms and Strategies 

 Algeria prioritizes cybersecurity enhancement through concentrated efforts to 

protect governmental and institutional digital infrastructure. These comprehensive 

measures encompass implementation of protection and encryption systems, execution 

of penetration testing protocols, and continuous cyber threat monitoring. Principal 

measures include: 

1. Legislative and Regulatory Framework: Enactment of comprehensive legislation 

and regulations governing the utilization and protection of governmental and 

personal data in 2018, establishing legal foundations for cybersecurity governance. 

2. Public Awareness Initiatives: Educating citizens regarding diverse cyber threats 

and digital security measures through systematic awareness campaigns and 

educational initiatives utilizing both traditional and contemporary media platforms, 

cultivating a digitally literate populace capable of recognizing and mitigating cyber 

risks. 

3. Digital Infrastructure Development: Strategic investment in information and 

communication technology advancement, encompassing systems and software 

upgrades, and enhancement of network security tools and devices deployed across 

governmental institutions and public sector organizations, strengthening the 

technological foundation of national cybersecurity. 

4. Cyberspace Governance Intensification: Recognizing the imperative to counter 

cyberattacks, Algeria has formulated a comprehensive policy framework addressing 

this emergent challenge in contemporary warfare. This strategy comprises two 

complementary components: 

a. Cybercrime Mitigation: Reinforcement of legal frameworks and foundational 

structures necessary for confronting cybercrime, whether involving privacy 

infringement and personal data exploitation, or cyberattacks targeting institutional 

infrastructure and databases across diverse sectors. This encompasses development 

of investigative capabilities, judicial mechanisms, and enforcement protocols 

specifically designed to address digital criminal activity. 

b. Fifth-Generation Warfare Countermeasures: Addressing warfare increasingly 

conducted through electronic means, relying upon advanced technologies including 
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software systems, computing infrastructure, wired and wireless communication 

networks, radar systems, unmanned aerial vehicles, and sophisticated infrastructure 

that obviates soldiers' physical border crossings and direct confrontation while 

potentially yielding more devastating consequences with reduced casualties. This 

recognition necessitates development of comprehensive defensive capabilities 

spanning technical, operational, and strategic domains.19 

7.3. 2 Media Mechanisms and Strategies 

The Directorate of Media and Communication has established media vigilance 

protocols to counter all emerging threats and risks, constituting a critical defensive 

mechanism against information warfare. 

Algeria's media strategy addresses hostile propaganda and combats extremism 

through systematic awareness campaigns and media education initiatives. Media 

literacy serves as a foundational pillar of Algeria's information security architecture. 

The nation endeavors to enhance public awareness regarding the importance of 

seeking reliable information sources and verifiable news, while developing robust 

monitoring and analytical capabilities to counter propaganda campaigns and 

disinformation operations. Algeria simultaneously maintains pace with global 

developments in cultural and media domains through multiple proactive projects 

designed to counter fifth-generation warfare manifestations. 

These initiatives reflect commitment to developing long-term defensive media and 

communication projects. Algeria requires sustained effort to acquire instruments for 

curriculum oversight and knowledge management to counter warfare operations 

aimed at undermining national foundations. Given the profound impact of 

information warfare and psychological campaigns on public opinion formation and 

adversary morale, developing effective information dissemination and strategic 

communication capabilities that significantly influence conflict trajectories becomes 

imperative. This strategic orientation is manifestly demonstrated through the 

following measures: 

1. Military Media Integration within National Strategy: The contribution of military 

media to the national media strategy aims to instill doctrines of sacrifice, civic 

contribution, and patriotic commitment, alongside psychological preparedness 

through reinforcement of reciprocal trust between the populace and armed forces. 

The communication approach adopted by the National People's Army for the 2022-

2025 strategic period exemplifies this integration. Communication officials within 

the military establishment confront fifth-generation warfare by strengthening 

institutional proximity to the popular base, manifesting the "army-of-the-nation" 

paradigm. This cohesion is observable through annual recruitment of hundreds of 

young citizens. The institutional value to Algerian families is sustained through 

continuous awareness initiatives engaging both military leadership and operational 

forces, addressing command structures and mission responsibilities. This approach 

directly responds to media challenges Algeria confronts by consolidating the army-
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nation bond as a resilient defense against information warfare targeting civil-

military relations.20 

2. Decentralized Broadcasting Infrastructure: The program establishing local radio 

stations in each wilaya (administrative province), initiated in 1990, functions as a 

defensive bulwark protecting local Algerian cultural identity against Western 

cultural encroachment. The May 2023 launch of Africa FM radio, bearing the 

designation "Voice of Africa" and targeting continental audiences, constitutes an 

additional defensive front, particularly following Sahel security deterioration and 

cancellation of agreements with Mali. This strategic communication infrastructure 

enables Algeria to project soft power while countering hostile narratives across the 

African continent. 

3. Media City Project: A comprehensive initiative designed to develop Algeria's 

audiovisual sector, creating integrated production facilities, technological 

infrastructure, and professional training capacities to enhance domestic media 

production quality and international competitiveness while reducing dependency on 

foreign content production. 

4. International Digital Platform Hub: A project establishing a free economic zone 

to host international social media platform operations utilizing Algeria as a 

continental hub for content delivery to Africa, the Middle East and North Africa 

(MENA) region, and Europe. This strategic positioning enhances Algeria's role in 

regional digital infrastructure while potentially providing regulatory oversight and 

content moderation capabilities aligned with national security interests. 

5. The technological capabilities and strategic positioning of Algeria's public 

television and radio broadcasting institution assume critical importance for 

communication sector development and modernization. Broadcasting programs, 

serialized productions, films, and documentary content through electronic press 

platforms, internet portals, and social networking sites that address themes 

promoting national identity affiliation—encompassing customs, traditions, historical 

narratives, and state values—serves as a proactive front strengthening national 

belonging while refuting infiltration attempts and doubt-sowing operations. 

Algeria has established independent fact-verification centers to counter 

disinformation and developed counter-propaganda platforms disseminating accurate, 

verified information through numerous complementary measures. These include 

scientific conferences and academic seminars broadcast via media platforms to 

elevate public awareness and fortify internal cohesion. Notable examples include the 

conference titled "Strengthening the Home Front and National Cohesion: Between 

Internal Challenges and External Threats," convened on April 8-9, 2025, which 

assembled experts, policymakers, and security professionals to address strategic 

communication challenges and develop comprehensive response frameworks. 

7.4.Socioeconomic Mechanisms and Strategies 

7.4.1 Social Cohesion and Societal Resilience Mechanisms  



Fifth-Generation Warfare and Its Repercussions on Algerian National Security 
 ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 
- 62 - 

7.4.1.1.Social Unity and Nationa Cohesion Enhancement  

 Algeria has implemented comprehensive strategies and mechanisms to strengthen 

social bonds and reject fragmentation among diverse societal segments, promoting 

national unity and cultivating a robust sense of belonging. These initiatives operate 

through multiple dimensions: 

Dialogue and Social Cohesion Strengthening: Facilitating structured dialogue 

mechanisms and reinforcing social cohesion frameworks, including consolidation of 

the army-nation bond as a unifying national institution. Encouraging interfaith and 

intercultural dialogue within Algeria's diverse religious and cultural landscape 

builds social cohesion resilient to extremist dismantling attempts. 

Counter-Extremism Initiatives: Combating extremist ideology through systematic 

awareness campaigns, promotion of moderate religious discourse aligned with 

Algeria's Islamic traditions, and implementation of comprehensive rehabilitation and 

reintegration programs for individuals previously involved in extremist activities, 

facilitating their productive return to society. 

Social Disparity Mitigation: Addressing socioeconomic inequalities through 

multifaceted poverty and unemployment reduction programs, employment 

opportunity expansion, and national income improvement via salary increases and 

establishment of diverse social welfare grants, including unemployment benefits and 

allowances for homemakers. 

Universal Basic Services Provision: Ensuring universal access to essential free 

services across healthcare, public transportation, and education sectors, 

complemented by integration of diverse housing projects calibrated to accommodate 

income levels across all societal segments, thereby promoting substantive social 

justice. 

Popular Base Fortification: Strengthening societal foundations to prevent 

manipulation of vulnerable populations and crisis fabrication. This necessitates 

guiding society and national institutions regarding critical awareness of risks 

confronting the Algerian state, orienting media attention toward threat assessment 

and comprehensive understanding of direct and indirect impacts of ideas, rumors, 

and media alerts disseminated by adversarial media outlets. 

7.4.1.2. National Identity Foundation Consolidation: Reinforcing national and 

religious reference frameworks and social values to consolidate national identity 

foundations and enhance patriotic loyalty and belonging, while advancing 

democratic construction across political, social, economic, cultural, and linguistic 

dimensions. This comprehensive approach ensures cultural continuity while 

fostering inclusive national development. 

7.4.1.3.Social Justice and Equality Achievement: Establishing social justice and 

equality among all societal members regarding employment opportunities, wealth 

distribution, privilege access, political rights exercise, educational opportunities, 

healthcare access, and related entitlements, ensuring all citizens enjoy these 
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fundamental rights regardless of gender, ethnicity, or socioeconomic status, 

enabling dignified living conditions free from discrimination. Algeria has 

institutionalized social justice through judicial independence principles established 

in the inaugural 1963 constitutional framework, reinforced through subsequent 

amendments culminating in the 2020 constitutional revision. Article 163 explicitly 

stipulates that the judiciary constitutes an independent authority, and judges exercise 

independence subject exclusively to legal provisions, ensuring rule of law and 

equitable justice administration. 

7.4.1.3. Border Region Development and Security: Advancing border area 

development and securing frontiers through comprehensive border zone 

infrastructure improvement and socioeconomic development initiatives, integrating 

peripheral populations into national development trajectories while enhancing 

security through community engagement and economic opportunity provision. 

7.4.2. Economic Diversification and Development Strategies 

Algeria has concentrated efforts on achieving robust economic development through 

investment encouragement and stimulation, alongside national revenue source 

diversification beyond the hydrocarbon sector. This strategic reorientation has been 

operationalized through the following mechanisms: 

7.4.2.1. Mining Sector Development Focus: Prioritizing mining sector expansion as 

a cornerstone of economic diversification. Prominent mining investments include: 

The Gara Djebilet iron ore mine in Tindouf Province, representing one of the world's 

largest untapped iron ore deposits, positioning Algeria for significant ferrous 

metallurgy industry development. 

Contractual agreements signed in November 2024 for completion of zinc and lead 

mining operations in Béjaïa Province, including establishment of processing 

facilities for these strategic minerals, enhancing value-added production capacity. 

Commencement of phosphate mine exploitation in Tébessa Province, bolstering 

Algeria's phosphate reserves and agricultural fertilizer production capacity for 

domestic consumption and international export markets, contributing to food 

security and export revenue diversification. 

7.4.2.2. Infrastructure Enhancement: Algeria has embarked upon implementation of 

high-quality foundational development projects, particularly railway infrastructure 

initiatives—both completed and ongoing—enabling connectivity among diverse 

national regions, especially southern territories. This transportation infrastructure 

facilitates mineral resource exploitation while strengthening complementary 

economic sectors including agriculture and tourism through enhanced accessibility 

and reduced logistics costs. 

7.4.2.3. Agricultural Sector Investment: Algeria has prioritized agricultural sector 

development as a strategic food security approach. Beyond expanding domestic 

agricultural investments, Algeria has established international partnerships in 

agricultural development, including: 
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Qatari-Algerian agricultural investment localization in Adrar Province, leveraging 

foreign capital and expertise for desert agriculture development. 

Collaborative projects with Italian partner Bonifiche Ferraresi (referred to as 

"Mattie") in Timimoune Province, introducing advanced agricultural technologies 

and cultivation methodologies adapted to Saharan conditions. 

These partnerships facilitate technology transfer, expertise acquisition, and capital 

mobilization for agricultural modernization while maintaining national sovereignty 

over food production systems.21 

7.4.2.4. Industrial Real Estate Management Development: Algeria has adopted an 

economic diversification strategy predicated upon investment encouragement and 

domestic industrial infrastructure strengthening through industrial real estate 

provision, accelerating new investment implementation across diverse productive 

sectors domestically while transitioning away from the rentier economy 

characterized by hydrocarbon dependency. Industrial real estate constitutes a 

critical factor attracting domestic and foreign investment projects by providing 

qualified locations hosting economic operators' ventures, thereby achieving 

sustainable economic development, reducing economic dependence on external 

sources, and mitigating negative impacts of potential external economic shocks and 

crises affecting national stability. 

7.4.2.5. Legislative Framework Modernization: The Algerian state has initiated 

comprehensive amendments to economic legislation, including monetary and 

banking law, industrial real estate legislation, and fiscal system regulations. The 

legislative dimension constitutes an enabling and accelerating element in investment 

implementation and realization across diverse sectors within Algeria, creating 

predictable regulatory environments conducive to economic activity and reducing 

bureaucratic impediments to productive investment. 

7.4.2.6. International Economic Cooperation: Algeria actively pursues integration 

into economic and political blocs and international economic cooperation 

frameworks. Notable initiatives include establishment of the Algerian Agency for 

International Cooperation, Solidarity, and Development, institutionalizing Algeria's 

development assistance and soft power projection. Algeria's hosting of the seventh 

Gas Exporting Countries Forum (GECF) Summit in March 2024 underscores 

Algeria's prominent role on the global energy landscape, positioning the nation as a 

key actor in international energy governance and hydrocarbon market coordination 

while diversifying diplomatic and economic partnerships beyond traditional 

Western-oriented frameworks. 

Conclusion: 

    Algeria must comprehensively understand the multifaceted risks posed by fifth-

generation warfare, particularly threats targeting internal cohesion and national 

unity on the home front. Each identified risk requires systematic assessment utilizing 

comprehensive analytical methodologies that account for interconnected 
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vulnerabilities across social, economic, political, technological, and security 

domains. 

 

It is essential to establish robust security awareness programs designed to cultivate 

a conscious and digitally secure society, fortified against cyberattacks and resilient 

to information manipulation operations. These programs must encompass all 

societal segments, fostering collective vigilance and critical information literacy as 

foundational elements of national defense. 

 

The development of sophisticated defensive systems for information warfare 

constitutes a strategic imperative. Concurrently, launching proactive intelligence 

and security operations ensures timely delivery of actionable intelligence to 

decision-makers, enabling implementation of preventive measures protecting against 

anticipated security and military risks. This defensive posture must be complemented 

by adoption of offensive strategic capabilities, particularly within the media domain, 

where Algeria can project counter-narratives and challenge adversarial information 

operations. 

 

Relying upon contemporary media instruments to counter external media attacks 

requires sustained investment in professional media capacity, technological 

infrastructure, and strategic communication expertise. Algeria must develop 

indigenous media capabilities that effectively neutralize hostile propaganda while 

promoting accurate representations of national achievements, policies, and positions 

on regional and international issues. 

 

Furthermore, enriching educational curricula at all academic levels ensures that 

students across diverse educational stages correctly comprehend national security 

concepts in their contemporary complexity. Integrating security studies within 

educational programs aims to instill values of mutual respect despite ideological 

differences, cultivate critical thinking regarding information sources, and develop 

informed citizenry capable of recognizing and resisting manipulation attempts. This 

educational foundation strengthens societal resilience against cognitive warfare 

operations targeting national identity, social cohesion, and institutional legitimacy. 

 

Ultimately, Algeria's comprehensive approach to confronting fifth-generation 

warfare—spanning military modernization, diplomatic engagement, cybersecurity 

enhancement, media strategy development, social cohesion promotion, and economic 

diversification—reflects recognition that contemporary security challenges demand 

integrated, multisectoral responses. The nation's experience combating terrorism 

and asymmetric threats, combined with strategic investments in defensive and 

offensive capabilities across multiple domains, positions Algeria to effectively 
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navigate the complex threat landscape characteristic of fifth-generation warfare 

while preserving sovereignty, stability, and national development trajectories. 
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