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Resistance Media: A Reading of the Communication Landscape of the Algerian
Revolution During its Foundation Phase (1954-1956)
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Abstract:

During its Foundation Phase (1954-1956), the Algerian liberation movement witnessed the emergence
of a revolutionary media system that played a strategic role in articulating resistance narratives and
galvanizing public support. This study explores the media and communication tools deployed during
the formative years of the revolution -including clandestine publications, targeted radio broadcasts,
and informal organizational channels- assessing their effectiveness amid severe material and political
constraints. It examines the counter-narratives generated by colonial French media, which sought to
delegitimize the revolution through distortion and propaganda, and analyzes how Algerian
revolutionaries counteracted these representations by crafting a purposeful and resonant media
discourse. As the movement approached the Soummam Congress, revolutionary media evolved
toward institutional legitimacy and international outreach, underscoring its role in nation-building and
ideological consolidation. The findings demonstrate that media was not merely an auxiliary to armed
struggle, but a foundational instrument in shaping collective consciousness and reclaiming narrative
sovereignty.

Keywords:

Revolutionary Media; Resistance Communication; Algerian Liberation Struggle; Underground Press;
Soummam Congress.
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