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The Role of Social Entrepreneurship in Achieving Sustainable Ecotourism: The Case of
Ksar Tafilalt in Ghardaia, Algeria
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Abstract: This study aims to analyze the role of social entrepreneurship as an effective tool for achieving
sustainable ecotourism, using Ksar Tafilalt in Ghardaia, Algeria as a case study. The findings reveal that the project
successfully transformed a social challenge, namely the housing crisis, into a comprehensive and sustainable
development opportunity. This success is attributed to the adoption of a ‘participatory urbanism' model, which not
only provided low-cost housing but also enhanced social cohesion and created direct local economic opportunities
in the ecotourism sector. Furthermore, the project succeeded in establishing a model eco-city that effectively
applies the principles of the circular economy and relies on innovative resource management systems, such as
solar energy and biological water treatment. Overall, the Ksar Tafilalt experience demonstrates that social
entrepreneurship is a powerful driver for transforming local initiatives into successful global models that integrate
economic, social, and environmental dimensions.

Keywords: Social Entrepreneurship, Ecotourism, Sustainable Development, Circular Economy,
Participatory Urbanism.
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