295-282 o (2026) 01 5.0y 14 il Lalall gl 3153

Lr3gd (6500 dad U 53 [l ol JKkdg 13— el Aty 1
The Autobiographical Novel and the Formation of World
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Abstract: We believe that For Bread Alone is a literary autobiography written by
Mohamed Choukri, through which he revisits his miserable past during the period
of Spanish colonial presence in his country. That historical phase was marked by
severe social fragmentation and the collapse of the moral order that once ensured
the cohesion of Moroccan society. Thus, the aim of autobiographical narration is to
rewrite the historical period that shaped the writer’s childhood experience; through
this autobiographical discourse, the novelist constructs his awareness of the world
and defines his stance toward both his past and his present. European colonialism
in Morocco was destructive to Arab society and deeply disruptive to the Moroccan
family. This autobiographical novel recalls the author’s childhood and the misery
he endured as a result of his father’s tyranny and his cruel treatment of both him
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and his mother. As a child, Mohamed Choukri witnessed his father murder his
younger brother simply because the infant would not stop crying from hunger or
illness. At an early age, the child fled his home and began to rely on himself to earn
his livelihood. He learned the fundamentals of survival in the streets and depicted
his corrupt social environment with remarkable narrative skill, one that neither
distorts reality nor lapses into a naive representation of the world he inhabited.
Keywords: Autobiographical novel; colonialism; patriarchal authority; world
consciousness; narrative.
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