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Secrets of conciseness in ancient Arabic literature
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Abstract:
In the pre-Islamic  Arabic
literature, conciseness was

considered as an instrument of
rhetoric and eloquence. It was also
used as a tool for successfully
communicating the purposes of
speech and achieving its goals. It

remained, cross-generations, after
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elements of writing: poetry, prose,
Tafsirs,

paratexts from titles to conclusions,

rhetoric, grammar,
and main texts. The emphasis on
brevity was justified by writers in
their introductions by easening
unlike

memorization, and

prolongation that might bore

readers, conciseness motivates
them to read and research.

Keywords: Conciseness,
Brevity, Verbosity, Prolongation,
R eduction and Facilitation,

Paratexts, Text
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the be

considered as the heart of rhetoric.

pre-Islamic  era, to

Nevertheless, other techniques,
like verbosity, were utilized instead
of it as the context requires. As
concise and short poems were
significantly valued in pre-Islamic
poetry, Quran and Sunnah came to
correspond their emphasis on
conciseness.

This study aims at providing
several examples from ancient
writings that illustrate their use of
conciseness and its justification,
used 1in different

since 1t was
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