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Abstract

el

The issue of periodization and phasing is one of the
most marginalized methodological challenges in the
epistemological and methodological foundation of
studying international relations. Through this
approach, the timeframes of states' external behaviors
toward one another are determined, and their impacts
and reactions are re-examined, leading to the mapping
of the relationship between their past and present. This
is achieved by diagnosing the levels of continuity and
change in positions, policies, and interactions among
the political units of the international system.

The distinct and sometimes contradictory
characteristics of different time periods (whether
months, years, centuries, or even days) significantly
influence various phenomena in international relations.
This is due to the impact on the most prominent,
oldest, and most important international actors—
states—which are deeply affected by what can be
termed "turning points™ in the history of international
relations. These events altered the course of
international relations history and profoundly shaped
the nature of states, governments, leaders, their
policies, and the external behavior patterns of each
state toward the world. Examples include the Treaty of
Westphalia, the Industrial Revolution, the two World
Wars, the collapse of the Soviet Union, and the events
of 9/11.
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