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Abstract:

This article deals with Israeli war on
the Palestinian Islamic Jihad, starting
from the last battle, "Unity of the
Arenas,” to show its most prominent
strategic implications on resistance
factions and the Palestinian struggle
in general. Despite the strategic gains
that the Palestinian side achieved,
mainly  represented by  the
continuation of the unification of
arenas of struggle, Israel in turn
succeeded in limiting that unity by
neutralizing Hamas and directing the
compass of battles.
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1 “Joint Statement by Prime Minister Yair Lapid and Defense Minister Benny
Gantz,” Israeli Ministry of Foreign Affairs, 5/8/2022, accessed on 11/8/2022, at:
https://bit.ly/3vWY40X

2 “Operation ‘Breaking Dawn’,” Israel Defence Forces, 5/8/2022, accessed on
11/8/2022, at: https://bit.ly/3Pf1Fyu

% See for example: Ahmed Qassim Hussein, “AlQassam Bigrades and the Sword of
Jerusalem Battle Possible Retaliation in Asymmetric-Warfare,” Strategic Paper, n°.
4, Arab Centre for Research and Policy Studies, 24/6/2021, p.1, accessed on
6/9/2022, at: https://bit.ly/3wYdKI
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4 This is in addition to limited airstrikes on resistance locations or individuals in the
Gaza Strip, the bulldozing of small tracts of land, occasional crossborder fire and
naval fire, and several operations in which the Gaza Strip was a secondary target,
such as Operation Bronze (2001), the Mofaz Plan (2001), Rolling Response (2022),
and Operation Colourful Journey (2002). See: Michele K. Esposito, “Israeli Military
Operations against Gaza, 2000-2008,” Journal of Palestine Studies, vol. 38, n° 3,
Spring 2009, pp. 122-138. To review the most prominent events in Gaza from 1948
to 2008, see: Linda Butler “A Gaza Chronology,1948 2008,” Journal of Palestine
Studies, vol. 38, n°. 3, Spring 2009, pp. 98-121.
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> On Israeli deterrence and strategic management of the conflict, including
operations for limited and comprehensive deterrence, see: Mark Vinson, “An Israeli
Approach to Deterring Terrorism: Managing Persistent Conflict through a Violent
Dialogue of Military Operations,” PRISM, vol. 5, no. 3 (2015), pp. 60-75.
6 Mouin Rabbani, “Israel’s Assault on Gaza: A Transformational Moment? An
Interview with Azmi Bishara,” Journal of Palestine Studies, vol. 38, no. 3 (Spring
2009), p. 39.
" llan Pappe, The Biggest Prison on Earth: A History of the Occupied
Territories, Simon and Schuster, New York 2017, p. 215.
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10 |smail Nashif, Suwar Mawt al-Filistin [Images of the Palestinian Death, Doha
and Beirut: ACRPS, 2015, pp.10, 32.

1 Yossi Getler, “Revenge: Are Assassinations Central Again?” [Hebrew], Kol
Hazaman,18/5/2019, accessed on 10/8/2022, at: https://bit.ly/3SIFMKw

12 galih al-Naami, “Gaza and the Policy of Assassinations in Israeli Policy,” Al
Jazeera Centre for Studies, 20/11/2019, p. 3, accessed on 7/9/2022, at:
https://bit.ly/3QntWTK

13 The most important of these assassinations in the Gaza Strip include that of Salah
Shehada, the founder of Qassam Brigades, in 2002; Hamas founder Ahmed Yassin
and Hamas leader Abd al-Aziz al-Rantisi in 2004;Hamas leader Nizar Rayan and
Hamas Interior Minister Said Seyam in 2009;Ahmed Jabari in 2012; Baha Abu al-
Ata in 2019; and Tayseer al-Jabari and Khaled Mansour in 2022. See: “Israeli
Assassination Campaign Within Palestine Borders,” Interactive Encyclopedia of the
Palestine Question, accessed on 18/8/2022, at: https://bit.ly/3BsnlIC

14 Human Rights Watch, “A Threshold Crossed: Israeli Authorities and the Crimes
of Apartheid and Persecution,” 27/4/2021, accessed on 21/8/2022, at:
https://bit.ly/3dINOJA

15 Majd Abuamer & Yara Nassar, “Hamas Contained: The Rise and Pacification of
Palestinian Resistance by Tareq Baconi” [Arabic], Siyasat Arabiya, vol. 8, N°. 45,
July 2020, pp. 215-216.
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16 Hussein.
17 Palestinian Centre for Human Rights, “Assault on Gaza in Numbers,” 7/2/2022,
accessed on 11/9/2022, at: https://bit.ly/3ruKzm
8 David Horowitz, “The Most Prominent Israeli Assassinations that Have Changed
the Course ofHistory and Preserved Israel's Security,” The Times of Israel,
30/11/2018, accessed on 11/8/2022, at: https://bit.ly/3SGOBpZ
19 For more details on the flag march and its history, see: Nidal Mohammed Watad,
“Get to Know the History of the Israeli Flag March in Jerusalem” alAraby al-Jadid,
29/5/2022, accessed on 11/8/2022, at: https://bit.ly/3rJaMOo
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2 Atef Daghlas, “From Jenin to Nablus, one Battalion after Another... Will the Al-
Quds Brigades Model Withdraw from the West Bank Resistance?” Al Jazeera,
26/5/2022, accessed on 10/8/2022, at: https://bit.ly/3bMw8Gu
21 On the development of modes of Palestinian resistance in Jenin since the 2002
massacre and up to the current resistance formations, see: Ibrahim S. Rabaia, “The
Surge and the Clashes: The ‘Domestication’ Model and its Decline in Jenin,”
Shu’un Filistiniyya, no. 287—-288 (Spring/Summer 2022), pp. 8 - 28.
22 “Nablus Brigade: The Occupation is in Trouble from Organized Resistance
Groups in the West Bank!” Al-Khanadeq, 31/5/2022, accessed on 10/8/2022, at:
https://bit.ly/3d4Fw8P
23 “More than 300Shootings in the West Bank since the Beginning 0f2022,”Quds
Brigades,16/8/2022, accessed on 21/8/2022, at: https://bit.ly/3KcxSVX
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2 Palestinian Centre for Human Rights, “Israeli Human Rights Violations in the
Occupied Palestinian Territory (Weekly Update 28 July—3 August 2022),” 4/8/2022,
accessed on 10/8/2022, at: https://bit.ly/3RoDulD

% «“Israel raises alert on the Gaza border in anticipation of Islamic Jihad's response to
the arrest of its leader in the West Bank,” Al Jazeera, 2 August 2022, accessed on 11
August 2022, at: https://bit.ly/3C4mBmX; “In Anticipation of a Response to the
Arrest of Leader Al-Saadi...the Occupation Army Continues to Close Roads in the
Settlements of the Gaza Envelope.” Al Jazeera, 3/8/2022, accessed on 11/8/2022, at:
https://bit.ly/3zQPLF9

% Nur Abu Aysha, “Jihad leader to Anadolu: The crime of arresting Al-Saadi will
not go unpunished,” Anadolu Agency, 2/8/2022, accessed on 11/8/2022, at:
https://bit.ly/3pbjl3p

27 Office of the UN Special Coordinator for the Middle East Peace Process,
“Security Council Briefing (Emergency Session) on the Situation in The Middle
East (as Delivered by Special Coordinator Wennesland,” 8/8/2022, accessed on
20/8/2022, at: https://bit.ly/3Qq6N4a
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Source: compiled by the authors based on: “First Scenes of the Launch of the Qassem Missile
and Disclosure of New Details about It” Quds Brigades, 17/5/2021, accessed on 21/8/2022, at:
https://bit.ly/3QMqovG; “Breaking: Battle Magma of the Full Moon,” Quds Brigades,
5/5/2020, accessed on 21/8/2022, at: https://bit.ly/3Ci2bJ7; Al Jazeera TV, “Learn about the
Type and Range of the Missiles Fired by the Resistance Factions towards Israel,” YouTube,
6/8/2022, accessed on 2022/8/21 at: https://bit.ly/3dEW1IB; “Surprises in the Quiver of

Saraya Al-Quds!” al-Khanadeq, 1/10/2021, accessed on 21/8/2022, at: https://bit.ly/3dMcf2C;
“Al-Quds Brigades Publish Details about the Russian Grad Missile,” Dunya al-Watan,
29/3/2006, accessed on 21/8/2022, at: https://bit.ly/3T8r2Fi; “Assessing Palestinian Islamic
Jihad’s Military Capabilities after the August 2022 Conflict,” Foundation for the Defence of
Democracies, 7/8/2022, accessed on 21/8/2022, at: https://bit.ly/3wmwk6m; Daniel Levin,
“Iran, Hamas & Palestinian Islamic Jihad,” Wilson Centre, 21/5/2021, accessed on 21/8/2022,
at: https://bit.ly/2KcztOB; Fabian Hinz, “Iran Transfers Rockets to Palestinian Groups, US
Institute of Peace 2021/5/19, accessed on 21/8/2022, at: https://bit.ly/3pvazxn

28 «Unity Arenas’ Continuous Injuries and Destruction after Missile Explodes
(video),” Quds Brigades, 6/8/2022, accessed 21/8/2022, at: https://bit.ly/3CiYoeF

2 In addition to these rockets, the Quds Brigades possess the Fajr missile system,
which has a range of 43-75 km, as well as other artillery and missiles; these were
not used in the latest battle. See: Fabian Hinz, “Iran Transfers Rockets to Palestinian
Groups,” United States Institute of Peace,19/5/2021, accessed on 21/8/2022, at:
https://bit.ly/3pvazxn

25



https://bit.ly/3QMqovG
https://bit.ly/3Ci2bJ7
https://bit.ly/3dEW1IB
https://bit.ly/3dMcf2C
https://bit.ly/3T8r2Fi
https://bit.ly/3wmwk6m
https://bit.ly/2Kczt0B
https://bit.ly/3pvazxn
https://bit.ly/3CiYoeF
https://bit.ly/3pvazxn

Ay e Aol el oyl iollas U die /g9luga suagd 395l 2 43

A Aw¥ ! LlulSail 5 ol Lt B ASym0 sonbudd 3 ALY 3Ll

ole die 20,Suall Lehud pshes 3 cums eddll Llhw of mislsdl (e
deas 2021 ale Lee Glaalt ol @3 Hu Jie digenlsm (22602006
e sy ashS 120 Gl zosbo o alo Lo DeglS 160 J) Lale
TieslS 40 I lalie Juas 3152 3409 liasli€ 10 ) o ol 0ol ! sl is
skes 25 £33t0 8000 ) 6000 o llses el bl of ) Slppasall s
315581 28 all UM Lae %10 e Jay ¥ L calliy gl
By ladl 2008 ale a8 uulas e Apyo clgol (eadll Ll ciygl LS
oo ALl puwmdlly g ASTY) Slemdl pie I Bug (eadll 4y Al
lhaall paad 9280 AT Al Lads e Oloza dudisy Al colel
Fepluall LSLS @lyuay dslas daslyie suall dos e el COLST At g5Lall
Leplie o Say ¥ 852 pllad 8 Zoglall i) Al 2Kl colyaall adall
S e Llle 18 2l dimy @) dusld 8yl 2,Siuadl axbulily Logas
oo LSl Lildoe oo ol & Jiilme] 050 @] cclld pag 8, Suall Sl yuall
Flssall b £ 35 of Aaglaall Azl 4l e sLaall

%0 See for example: “In video, the Stages of Al-Quds Brigades' Launchers’
Development,” Quds Brigades, 3/8/2019, accessed on 22/8/2022, at:
https://bit.ly/3T6Uc

31 «“Assessing Palestinian Islamic Jihad’s Military Capabilities After the August
2022 Conflict,” Foundation for the Defence of Democracies, 7/8/2022, accessed on
21/8/2022, at: https://bit.ly/3wmwkeém; International Institute for Strategic Studies,
The Armed Conflict Survey 2021: The Worldwide Review of Political, Military and
Humanitarian Trends in Current Conflicts, Routledge, Abingdon 2021, p.152.

32 Erik Skare, Digital Jihad: Palestinian Resistance in the Digital Era, Zed Books,
London 2016.

33 Omar Alagha, “If Hamas Enters the War, Here Are the Most Important Missiles
Owned by the Qassam Brigades,” Aljazeera, 12/5/2021, accessed on 14/8/2022, at:
https://bit.ly/3T26e

34 <2022 Israel Military Strength,” Global Firepower, accessed on 21/8/2022, at:
https://bit.ly/3K8SxdE
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3% “Everything You Missed on Operation ‘Breaking Dawn’,” Israel Defence Forces,
7/8/2022, accessed on 20/8/2022, at: https://bit.ly/3QZu7p4

3% “Updates on Operation ‘Breaking Dawn’,” Israel Defence Forces, 5/8/2022,
accessed on 20/8/2022, at: https://bit.ly/3pxKz4l; “Operational Recap on ‘Breaking
Dawn’,” Israel Defence Forces, 6/8/2022, accessed on 20/8/2022, at:
https://bit.ly/3CI9Syq; Avichay Adraee, Twitter, 6/8/2022, accessed on 20/8/2022, at:
https://bit.ly/3PCPvzx

87 “Operation Breaking Dawn: Overview,” Israel Policy Forum, 8/8/2022, accessed
on 21/8/2022, at: https://bit.ly/3CuH2eC

% Youssef Abu Watfa, “Gaza Counts the Losses of 56Hours of Aggression:

Extensive Destruction of Housing and Infrastructure,”al-Araby al-Jadid,8/8/2022,
accessed on 20/8/2022, at: https://bit.ly/3RgccIM

39 «Al Jazeera Gets the Text of the Cease-Fire Agreement between Israel and the
Islamic Jihad, under the Auspices of Egypt,” Al Jazeera, 7/8/2022, accessed on
21/8/2022, at: https://bit.ly/3pxIp5S
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40 Amos Harel, “Gaza Flare-up Leaves New lIsrael-Egypt Tensions in Its Wake,”
Haaretz,19/8/2022, accessed on 21/8/2022, at: https://bit.ly/3KbB0OSj

41 Although the ceasefire agreement did not contain any conditions but simply
indicated Egypt’s ongoing efforts to secure the release of the two prisoners. Israel
denied that their release was part of the ceasefire agreement. See: “Isracl Didn’t
Agree to Release P1J Prisoners-Security Minister,” 124 News, 8/8/2022, accessed on
21/8/2022, at: https://bit.ly/3K8w7t3

42 «“An Egyptian pledge and an agreement without complications.. ‘Jihad’ confirms
the imposition of its conditions and its readiness to resume fighting if the occupation
violates the armistice,” Al Jazeera, 8/8/2022, accessed on 21/8/2022, at:
https://bit.ly/3K9V8UB

43 Tamir Morag, “Israel Achieved its Main Goals in Operation Breaking Dawn,”
Israel Hayom, 9/8/2022, accessed on 20/8/2022, at: https://bit.ly/3pwF1X

44 Israel Policy Forum.

45 Omar Shaban, “The Causes and Consequences of Israel’s Latest Attack Against
Islamic Jihad in Gaza,” Middle East Institute, 31/8/2022, accessed on 5/9/2022, at:
https://bit.ly/3ANBrO7
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