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The Chaos of Arms in Libya and its Proliferation in the
Sahel
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Abstract:

Following the February 2011
crisis, Libya has known brutal
clashes between the Ghaddafi
regular forces and the rebellion
forces.  The  harsh  military
confrontation got intensified by the
Ghaddafi’s move to open weapons
stockpiles, which, according to
some sources, exceeded an amount
of one and half billion dollars. In
addition to the external support that
the warring parties had received
from various western and eastern
powers, the NATO’s military
intervention that led to the ouster of
the Gaddafi regime exacerbated the
situation and generated a complete
chaos, obviously characterized by
the diversity of armed militias and
the forms of violence they use.

The proliferation of the Libyan
weapons beyond the Libyan borders
and across the Sahel region has been
conducted through  commercial
transactions and exchange deals
carried out by mercenaries and
desert men, who are familiar with
the terrain of the region. Such illicit
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activities have further bolstered LAl Jas- s s8-pladl s Lial| Lol
armed activities of the rebel groups do Ll
operating in the region.
Keywords:  Weapons, Chaos,
Proliferation, Libya, Sahel.
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