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The Role of Weapons in the Sahel Brutal Conflicts
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Abstract:
The outbreak of armed conflicts
in the Sahel have been always

attributed to ethnic, racial,
economic, and social factors.
Since the 1960s, Mali,

Mauritania and Niger have all
been inflicted by a complicated,
multifaceted security problem,
which was mainly a result of state
dysfunctions and fragility in the
region. That security problem, in
turn, generated new phenomena,
such as terrorism, organized
crime, illegal migration as well as
the proliferation of small and
light weapons. This research
paper attemps to highlight the
role of small and light weapons in
exacerbating intrastate conflicts
raging in the Sahel and it tests the
possibility of violent non-state
actors operating in the region to
acquiring biological and
chemical weapons.
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