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Abstract:  
 

This paper examines how American literature of the 1960s articulates competing 

discourses of justice, racial identity, and resistance through a combined literary and 

digital humanities approach. Focusing on To Kill a Mockingbird (1960) by Harper 

Lee and The Autobiography of Malcolm X (1965) by Malcolm X and Alex Haley, the 

research applies Voyant Tools to a corpus of digitized full-length texts. The 

methodology combines word frequency analysis, trend visualization, and topic 

modeling to identify dominant lexical patterns and thematic structures related to race, 

law, power, and identity. These quantitative findings are interpreted through close 

reading and historical contextualization, allowing digital evidence to inform literary 

analysis rather than replace it. The results reveal contrasting ideological frameworks: 

Harper Lee’s novel emphasizes moral conscience and legal reform, while Malcolm 

X’s autobiography foregrounds self-definition and radical resistance. By integrating 

computational analysis with traditional literary interpretation, this study demonstrates 

the value of digital humanities tools in enhancing comparative literary research. It 

provides a replicable methodological model for interdisciplinary scholarship. 

Keywords: Justice, Resistance, 1960s America; African-American literature; 

Interdisciplinary research; Digital Humanities; Voyant Tools. 
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1. Introduction 

The 1960s were a decade of transition, upheaval, and cultural 

transformation in America. As a result, reading literary works of that period 

provides us with the experience of cultural imagination and also offers a deeper 

understanding of certain aspects of American culture, such as the current direction 

of its politics and the sensibility of its people.  The civil rights movement, 

women’s liberation movement, Vietnam War protests, and counterculture values 

had a reciprocal relationship with the expression found in these literary works. 

The sociopolitical atmospherics of the 1960s were multifaceted, as were the taste 

and quality of the literary expressions that poured out in torrents (Bell-Villada, 

1996). The response to historical as well as everyday predicaments (political and 

cultural) took equal important proportions in terms of quantity and quality. As a 

result, meaningful and representative literary landscapes were made available for 

research to perform different levels of analysis of creative expression where 

history and politics intersect. 

Amongst the most interesting and latest emerging fields where literature, 

history and politics intersect are digital humanities. By combining traditional 

literary analysis with digital humanities tools, we uncover not only what these 

texts say, but how they say it, and to what extent the use of a particular term and 

the frequency of its use matters. Two prominent American literary works of the 

sixties were selected: To Kill a Mockingbird (1960) by Harper Lee and The 

Autobiography of Malcolm X (1965) by Malcolm X and Alex Haley. These 

narratives, so different in tone yet united by purpose, offer more than stories: they 

offer lived experiences and urgent truths. 

Despite the extensive body of scholarship on American literature of the 

1960s and its engagement with civil rights, race, and social transformation, 

several critical gaps remain. While To Kill a Mockingbird and The Autobiography 

of Malcolm X have each been examined through historical, political, and 

ideological lenses, they are rarely analyzed in direct comparison, particularly as 

competing representations of justice and resistance within the same sociopolitical 

context. Moreover, existing studies rely predominantly on traditional close 

reading and qualitative interpretation, leaving underexplored the potential of 

digital humanities tools to provide empirical evidence of thematic and discursive 

patterns. As a result, there is limited research that systematically demonstrates 
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how linguistic frequency, thematic clustering, and textual trends encode 

ideological positions across different literary forms. This study addresses this gap 

by integrating computer-assisted textual analysis using Voyant Tools with 

contextual literary interpretation, offering a comparative, data-informed 

examination of how narratives of justice, racial identity, and resistance are 

constructed in two ideologically distinct yet historically connected works of 1960s 

American literature. 

2. Research Objectives 

We chose to study the literary works of the 1960s because of the unique 

contribution of numerous authors. The author was transformed into an individual 

batting for unmasking the hypocrisies, values, and social mores prevailing in their 

society. In this period, the writers “dipped their pens into the ink” of political 

injustice, rural America or urban decay, and the rights of various social minority 

groups (Alfarhan, 2024).  Many of the expressions that one comes across display 

an effort to throw open a window to a world generally misread because of the 

huge number of confusing messages sent through the mass media. The historical 

and political upheavals highly motivated authorial sensibility and invited their 

pens to grapple with innovative prose and drama. Despite the significant quantity 

of work that has been conducted on these literary works, the existing research 

leaves uninvestigated the relationship between contemporary sociocultural and 

political norms, literary works and digital humanities. So, the purpose of our 

article is to describe the importance of analyzing literary works in terms of 

sociocultural and political norms and to show, through digital discourse detection, 

their meaning-making, with a particular emphasis on the cultural background in 

which they have emerged, grown and spread . 

As a matter of fact, the merging fields of digital humanities and literary 

studies have created new opportunities for learning about the past. The ability to 

analyze literature as rich historical data sources and as artistic expressions has 

been greatly expanded by the digitization of texts and the development of 

sophisticated analytical tools. This paper looks at how historical data can be 

extracted and analyzed from literary texts using digital tools and therefore offering 

strong proof and in-depth understandings of historical societies. 
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3. Literature Review 

The many labels given to the sixties in American history – the 

“revolutionary sixties or the “long sixties,” to name but two – attest to a broad 

critical consensus that the era was radical or represented radical changes in 

American life. Generally speaking, the conventional histories are well known: the 

Vietnam War, the Civil Rights Movement, the Women’s Liberation Movement, 

and the spread of the hippies all compete for a place in the popular consciousness 

as key characteristics of the age (Clements, pp. 9-11). Intelligible from any angle, 

these historical events and realities are uniquely American and key to any 

understanding of post-World War II American culture and politics. Thus, the task 

for interpretive and critical approaches should be to consider the meanings and 

potential impact on these texts of this larger socio-political-historical context. One 

strategy for considering this extensive context is not so much to explore or discuss 

the individual aspects of the broader situation that made a place in the 1960s 

American history, but to explore the literature. 

Literary works today then are approached differently. Previous 

explorations of literary works have already been conducted through historical 

analysis, labeled either political criticism or social criticism; reader-response 

criticism, analyzing how readers interpreted the text; feminist criticism, analyzing 

misogynistic and patriarchal elements of literature; or Marxist criticism, focusing 

on literature’s Marxist elements (Etherington et al. i-ii). In addition to those 

traditional approaches, literary criticism and analysis today are carried out through 

the lenses of digital humanities. In fact, using a computer-assisted discourse 

analysis of literary narratives allows researchers to study the extent to which 

literary works can offer political and cultural records of certain events, times and 

places (Vanathi, 2023, p. 206). Such an analysis would automatically culminate in 

an interdisciplinary approach to explore the intersection between studies of 

literature, politics, and history and would also contribute to the fields of literary 

studies and cultural studies. 

4. Methodology 

a- Research Design: 

This study employs a digital humanity–oriented research design that 

integrates qualitative literary analysis with computer-assisted textual analysis. The 

aim is to examine how discourses of justice, race, and resistance are articulated in 
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American literature of the 1960s by combining close reading with quantitative 

textual evidence. Digital methods are used to enhance interpretive rigor by 

revealing large-scale linguistic and thematic patterns that may not be immediately 

apparent through manual analysis alone. 

b- Corpus Selection: 

The corpus consists of To Kill a Mockingbird (1960) by Harper Lee and The 

Autobiography of Malcolm X (1965) by Malcolm X and Alex Haley. These texts 

were selected because they are canonical works produced within the same 

historical decade and centrally concerned with racial injustice, yet they represent 

contrasting ideological and narrative positions. Lee’s fictional narrative advances 

a reformist, liberal humanist vision of justice, whereas Malcolm X’s 

autobiography articulates a radical discourse of resistance rooted in lived 

experience. Their contrast enables a comparative analysis of how different literary 

forms encode political meaning within a shared sociopolitical context. 

c- Choice of Digital Tool and Analytical Procedures: 

Voyant Tools was chosen as the primary digital platform due to its 

accessibility, transparency, and suitability for comparative literary analysis. Its 

integrated features allow for word frequency analysis, trend visualization, and 

topic modeling without requiring advanced programming skills, making it 

particularly appropriate for exploratory thematic analysis in humanities research. 

Digitized versions of both texts were cleaned by removing paratextual 

material and filtering stop words. The analysis proceeded through word frequency 

analysis, trend analysis of key terms, and topic modeling to identify thematic 

clusters. All digital findings were interpreted through close reading and historical 

contextualization to ensure methodological balance and avoid reductive 

conclusions. 

4.1  Background and Context of American Literature in the 1960s:  

Challenging America intellectually, politically, and socially, the sixties 

have engraved themselves in collective memory, making them a point of interest 

to many historians and researchers. Considerable attention has been dedicated to 
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the fields of political history, recounting both the diplomatic escapades and 

internal troubles of the age. Yet, the spirit of the sixties continues to be most 

closely associated with cultural rant denunciation, mainly represented through art, 

literature, and music. American literature from the period is certainly not to be 

excluded from this group, with works of fiction dealing with themes close to the 

supposedly discriminating, intellectually demanding social circles of scholars. 

Moreover, literary works pertaining to the time both reveal and analyze, clear up 

and criticize crucial aspects of American society in these most interesting times 

(Bell-Villada, 1996, p. 29). A rundown of these aspects will be the subject of the 

forthcoming discussion. 

The sixties were marked by a number of developments on the social front, 

some so dynamic that they shifted the very aspects constituting traditional 

American society to the point of occasionally rendering it distorted. The most 

significant movement is, of course, the civil rights movement. Historic accounts 

of the sixties, by their very nature of recounting events, marginalize, often 

inadvertently, artistic and creative responses, yet the civil rights movement has, no 

doubt, given impetus to the literature of the time . 

African Americans were not the only ones to confront collective prejudices 

and centuries of hypocritical business, though. Across the land, dissatisfied with 

near-daily portrayals of the communist menace biting society and given headlong 

into Cold War hawkishness, much of the American public turned against the 

nation’s criminal conflict in Southeast Asia, unveiling the anti-Vietnam War 

movement. Such an immense effusion of discontent could obviously not curb 

itself from reaching the desk of the poet, novelist, or playwright and is 

consequently explored in many literary works (Foley, 1980, p. 398). 

Thus, the extensive changes to society massively impacted literary 

creation. At about the same time, the all-embracing image of the great U.S., its 

power and grandeur, was cracking, while everyday Americans themselves 

committed so many social misdemeanors, often sanctioned by Washington, that 

no one could help sensing something was going wrong with the smelling perfume 

of American roses. This had direct implications for a writer, as namely both are 

aspects of society a novelist is obliged to register and discuss in his works. 
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4.2  The Importance of Studying American Literature for Historical 

and Political Analysis:  

The 1960s are historical years full of important events such as the Civil 

Rights Movement, the Anti-Vietnam War Protests, and the activism of Mexican 

Americans as well as Native Americans. The Women's Movement and various 

events associated with power also played significant roles. Conflicts on the streets, 

on college campuses, and the political removal of the president are American 

socio-political events relevant to literary works that may interest scholars in the 

fields of English, Law, History, Political Science, Linguistics, Library Science, 

Comparative Literature, and Sociolinguistics. American literary works reflect and 

critique their time and the feelings of a culture that can sometimes be hidden in 

historical discourses. Thus, although American literary works are not value-free, 

not objective, and not purely analytical, American literary studies for historical 

and political purposes must be carried out in order to challenge some prevailing 

ideologies in the United States (Shneider-Mayerson, 2009, p. 69). This kind of 

studies would create a clearer picture of the authentic American society and may 

bring to light some details that historical narratives could have missed. 

Literature then does serve as an account of history. Literature is incapable of 

plugging gaps in history or replacing it, but it documents history or historical 

narratives. However, these works produce a narrative that shapes the historical 

through the perspectives of the marginalized, instancing the experiential marginal. 

The study of historically situated American literary and life writings from various 

ethnic groups reveals the major shifts in ideological thought and the cultural 

landscape of our collective history through the 1960s, marking radical movements, 

resistance, and revolution in thought, structure of power, values, and mass 

consciousness that accompany it. It is also a narrative and a new shaping of the 

historical context of the 1960s as ethnic riots. These American literary works offer 

a vision that complements conventional historical accounts of the sixties, 

reflecting the progress made in racial equality and justice (Shneider-Mayerson, 

2009, p. 69) In fact, Literary and life narratives of the sixties today display legal 

work that has allowed some structural and institutional shifts which in turn helped 

filling the historical and cultural void of Post-Civil Rights. 
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4.3  Literature as a Mirror of Society: 

As a reflection on and of societal conditions, literature serves as a detailed 

mirror of society during the 1960s. In turn, the American literary works of this 

decade adopt diverse themes that, in some way or another, reflect the cultural and 

social landscapes of the 1960s, as well as their potential resonance. Over these ten 

years, society underwent a multitude of complex shifts, ranging from the political 

and cultural endeavors of the civil rights, women's liberation, and anti-Vietnam 

War movements to the historical upheaval responsible for widespread urban riots. 

There are direct and indirect writings of society's dysfunction in literature, as 

writers document episodes of displacement and yearning for justice, torn lives, 

age-old miseries, desperation, and optimistic voices asking for resort to 

brotherhood. Explicit and implicit at the same time, literature acts both as a 

consequence and instigator of societal changes, reflecting as well as shaping the 

changing moods and opinions and the spirit of the time (Pasco, pp. 388-389). 

The literature of the time period concerns varied societal issues, such as the 

Black Crusade, as well as the change in the American face: its music, its movies, 

its literature—one dripping with revolt against the manner and morals of this 

generation. These literary works document various other civil rights issues and 

animal rights, promoting Asian religions, denouncing different forms of 

discrimination and subordination, reflecting as well as commenting on the 

absurdist spirit of the age, or the language of alienation. Men, their alcoholism, 

riots, the Pill, and the Vietnam War are covered under the novels of the Vietnam 

War, and why the writers closed down the show at last. The feminine voyage and 

fast money hunts, the failure of the great men's dreams, and the psychological and 

spiritual wars of the 1960s recur in many such writings (Basiuk, 2013, pp. 202-

203). 

4.4 Themes and Trends in American Literature of the 1960s: 

The literature of the 1960s is rich in themes and ideas, reflecting a number 

of political, social, and cultural events. One of the leading motifs is the Civil 

Rights movement that sought, among other things, equality for African Americans, 

women, and other minorities. A study of literary works of the 1960s written by 

representatives of various ethnic backgrounds reveals certain trends, such as a 

preoccupation with the search for identity in a society undergoing rapid change. 
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There is also a growing interest in the individual, who often appears as a victim, 

and a turn towards one's past in the search for lost origins. Similarly, as a result of 

the Vietnam War, many literary themes that emerged questioned war, war 

involvement, foreign policy, and the government. Others pursued self-realization, 

a redefining of social roles, and rules (Shneider-Mayerson 74). Such facts further 

confirm the relevance of literature in recording the past and analyzing the present. 

Old, trusted forms of narrative were inadequate to capture the experiences 

of the constantly changing world, so American fiction started its exploration of 

new, experimental adaptations of form and voice. The 1960s were a decade of 

immense experimentation with narrative, leading to styles that went on to become 

part of the literary landscape of the coming decades. The American fiction of the 

era adopted a narrative approach that mirrored the shared mindset of a greatly 

anxious period marked by war, political assassinations, social movements, and 

cultural taboo-breaking. One hallmark of the 1960s fiction is the quest to 

construct a narrative of lament in the wake of countless political and personal 

betrayals. In the face of historical disaster, the fiction of the time embraced 

various narrative strategies of alienation. Among the other responses to the 

anxiety of living in a nation that was losing its revolutionary promise was a 

commitment to telling the story from the margins (Bukhari & Mehwish, 2021, p. 

253) The selected works came from the oscillation between the traditional and the 

original, between commitment and fragmentation. The 1960s literature reveals the 

society that produced it, and it was a clear mirror of the social and political 

situation of the period. 

4.5 Key Authors and Works of the Decade: 

The 1960s were a time of political and cultural transformation in the 

United States, and that transformation was echoed in the literature of the period. 

The most significant literary works of the sixties reflect the attitudes, the 

prejudices, and the concerns of American society. Key authors of that decade 

include Norman Mailer, Gore Vidal, Harper Lee, Philip Roth, and Kurt Vonnegut. 

These authors produced first-rate works of literature that examined some of the 

most important stories that America had to tell about itself, and these books 

provided the ground on which America’s understanding of itself would stand 

(Foley, 1980, p. 390). Among the themes that these authors examined were the 
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war in Vietnam, civil rights and racial desegregation, Jewish-American identity, 

and the question of free will and the inevitabilities of history. 

These literary works also operated with and often created some of the 

decade’s most significant myths: that Camelot stood and the king was stricken 

down, and that the House of Usher was at the far end of the long halls, moving 

forever into the dark and the gloom. The characters in these works included 

everything from criminals to academics, from the oppressed to the oppressors to 

art students at good colleges. By understanding key authors and texts of the 

sixties, we can come to a better understanding of the power of literature to shape 

and reinforce cultural and social consciousness. 

4.6 Voyant Tools: A Digital Approach to Textual Analysis: 

Voyant Tools is a digital application used for textual analysis. This tool 

can be applied to the study of literature, especially American literature, in order to 

draw out any number of threads that illustrate the social and political undertones 

in literary works. The visual aspects of Voyant, such as its word cloud 

capabilities, linkages of the relationships of words to aid in textual analysis, and 

timelines of different words and their relationship to the frequency of their usage, 

provide scholars with the textual data broken down in both clear and esoteric 

ways at the (Sinclair 3). While the approaches and characteristics of digital 

humanities can alter, this branch of literary study focuses on the comprehensive 

study of a wide array of texts and literature through the use of digital programs 

and tools for the purposes of a given paper. In this way, digital humanities provide 

scholars with a fuller truth and representation of the texts in question without 

having to add parameters, such as the length of time a literary work was written or 

studied from. 

The use of digital tools for literary study offers scholars the ability to 

interact with the text, as Voyant’s results can help scholars to interact and connect 

to texts on a deeper level, and even reveal aspects of a work that were not 

originally intended to be there by the author. This is not to say that literature 

scholars are encouraged to limit their analysis to software tools and avoid 

traditional sources, but rather to adopt a more balanced approach and consider the 

possibility of drawing new insights from integrating different sets of 

methodologies. The aforementioned study represents a predilection for modern 
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audiences to value digital media research over traditional research due to the 

speculation that analysis using digital methods is more quantitative-based, and 

therefore the results can be quantified as well. 

4.7 Overview of Voyant Tools and Digital Humanities: 

Voyant Tools is part of a new field of research called digital humanities, 

which hopes to use technology to answer questions that have conventionally 

fallen under the purview of the humanities: What makes a story good? How do 

characters' feelings influence plot? How does genre change history? What names 

do authors give characters? What archetypes might we use to talk about works 

from a literary period? What subcultures hang around together in online fan 

fiction communities? While digital computers have existed since the 1940s, it has 

really only been in the past decade that scholars have gone beyond using digital 

computers to conduct text analysis. As it has become cheaper and easier to store 

and analyze new data, such as webpages, digitized books, emails, chat rooms, etc., 

new research in the field of corpus linguistics, also known as text analysis or data 

mining, has sprung up (Jentsch 89-91). So, the use of digital tools was not 

confined to literary analysis and criticism only, but also to uncover facts and 

messages hidden within the textual data . 

Voyant Tools, like other digital text analysis software, is currently at the 

cutting edge of data-driven text analysis research. Typically, digital text analysis 

is known for two main features: 1) text visualization, representing a body of text 

as a kind of map of shapes, colors, and scales, showing a macro perspective that is 

difficult to see up close; and 2) data mining, counting what cannot be read and 

reading what cannot be counted. Whereas traditional literary or historical 

scholarship might explore texts to illustrate close readings and arguments, digital 

text analysis is more often used to suggest topics or questions for further research. 

Therefore, the purpose of Voyant Tools is not to replace traditional literary 

scholarship but to expand a scholar's available toolkit, to ask unexpected 

questions, to give ideas for further reading, and to take the measure of large trends 

in the languages (“Digital Scholarship”). So, an appeal of planning a unit on the 

history of the 1960s using digital text analysis is that Voyant Tools reveals a great 

deal about how fact was represented in literary texts written during the time of 

these events. 
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5. Findings and Discussion 

The computer-assisted discourse analysis, carried out via Voyant Tools, 

occurs at two levels of analysis could be reached. The first level takes place at the 

level of the novel itself while the second helps comparing the main themes in both 

novels.   

5.1 Word Frequency and Keyword Analysis: 

By analyzing word frequency and keywords, we can identify the central them 

and concerns of each text. 

A. To Kill a Mockingbird: 

Figure N° 1: Word Cloud: Key words in To Kill a Mockingbird 

  

Figure N° 1 a word cloud generated by Voyant Tools (also called Cirrus in 

Voyant)—visually represents the most frequently occurring terms in To Kill a 

Mockingbird. Prominent words like “Atticus”, “Jem”, “Maycomb”, “judge”, 

“Negro”, and “didn’t” suggest a strong focus on the characters and the societal 

dynamics surrounding race and justice. The dominance of the name “Atticus” 

signals his central role as a moral compass in the novel, often serving as a 

narrative voice for fairness, rationality, and anti-racism in a deeply segregated 

community. 

In the context of 1960s America—a period marked by the Civil Rights 

Movement, the rise of activism, and legal challenges to systemic racism—the 
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frequency of words like “Negro”, “judge”, “jury”, and “school” reflects a literary 

engagement with the same themes occupying national discourse. These terms 

suggest a concern with institutional authority (judicial and educational systems) 

and racial identity, echoing real-world struggles such as the Brown v. Board of 

Education ruling (1954) and the broader movement for desegregation and equal 

rights. 

Figure N° 2: Trends Tool: High frequency words throughout   To Kill a 

Mockingbird 

 

 The second figure, a trend graph, shows the relative frequency of selected 

terms like “white”, “black”, “race”, “Negro”, “children”, and “jury” across 

segments of the novel. Notably, spikes in the usage of “jury”, “judge”, and 

“Negro” correspond to the courtroom chapters, which dramatize the trial of Tom 

Robinson—a Black man falsely accused of raping a white woman. These spikes 

illustrate how the novel’s structure builds tension around “institutional injustice”, 

mirroring the societal attention on legal reform and systemic discrimination 

during the 1960s. 

Moreover, the presence of terms like “children” and “school” underscores 

the importance of “youth perspectives” and “education” in shaping cultural 
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awareness. This reflects the real-life generational shifts of the 1960s, when 

younger voices increasingly challenged the prejudices of older institutions. 

Scout’s coming-of-age narrative parallels the national reckoning with ingrained 

racism and inequality. 

Together, these figures enhance our understanding of To Kill a 

Mockingbird not just as a literary text, but as a cultural artifact that speaks directly 

to the anxieties and aspirations of its historical moment. The digital analysis helps 

visualize how themes of race, justice, and identity are woven into the narrative, 

reflecting and reinforcing the broader currents of resistance and reform in 1960s 

America. 

B. The Autobiography of Malcom X 

Figure N° 3: Word Cloud: Key words in The Autobiography of Malcolm X 

 

The Voyant Tools analysis of The Autobiography of Malcolm X reveals 

linguistic and cultural patterns that resonate powerfully with the political and 

racial dynamics of 1960s America. The Cirrus word cloud (in figure 3) highlights 

the dominance of terms such as “black,” “white,” “man,” “Muslim,” 

“Muhammad,” “Negroes,” “people,” and “Harlem.” These words reflect the racial 

consciousness and Black identity politics that Malcolm X foregrounded in his life 

and work. The prominence of “Muslim” and “Muhammad” speaks to the 
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influence of the Nation of Islam and the role of spiritual identity in resistance 

movements of the era. Similarly, the appearance of “Harlem” points to the urban 

center of Black activism and culture that shaped Malcolm’s experiences and his 

appeal to marginalized communities. 

Figure N°4: Trends Tool: high frequency words throughout The Autobiography 

of Malcom  

 

The Trends visualization in figure 4 further underscores these themes by 

charting the relative frequency of race-related terms. Peaks in the use of “black,” 

“white,” and “Negro” emphasize the narrative’s ongoing engagement with racial 

hierarchy, inequality, and Malcolm’s critique of systemic injustice. These data 

visualizations align with the historical reality of the 1960s, a time marked by the 

Civil Rights Movement, Black Power ideologies, and the cultural assertion of 

African American identity. 

5.2 Comparative Analysis of Themes   

A comparative analysis of the two texts reveals both similarities and 

differences in their treatment of race and resistance. While both works critique 

systemic racism, To Kill a Mockingbird emphasizes the importance of moral 

integrity and empathy, whereas The Autobiography of Malcolm X advocates for 

radical resistance and self-empowerment. These differences reflect the broader 
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ideological divides within the civil rights movement during the 1960s. (See 

figures 5 and 6) 

Figure N°5: Topics tool: comparison of the main themes in the two novels 

 

Note. Same colour represents the same theme or topic. 

Figure N°6: Topics tool: comparison of the main themes in the two corpora 
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The Topics tool in Voyant produced a comparison theme mapping of To 

Kill a Mockingbird and The Autobiography of Malcolm X, as seen in Figures 5 

and 6. The Topics tool organizes co-occurring phrases into probabilistic thematic 

clusters, in contrast to word frequency or trend studies that concentrate on 

surface-level lexical repetition. So, these figures offer a higher-order perspective 

on how each book arranges meaning around recurrent ideological issues, 

especially those related to justice, race, power, identity, and resistance. 

The key themes that emerge from both works are graphically contrasted in 

Figure 5, where the same colors denote similar or overlapping thematic regions. It 

is instantly clear from this depiction that the two works share a number of 

fundamental issues despite having different story structures and ideological 

stances. Both books have strong themes of race, justice, power dynamics, and 

social hierarchy, demonstrating how deeply ingrained each work is in the racial 

and political conflicts of 1960s America. This coherence supports the main thesis 

of the paper, which is that historical circumstances defined by structural inequality 

and resistance were both reflected in and responded to by literature of the time. 

Important thematic asymmetries are also visible in Figure 5. Dominant 

topic clusters in To Kill a Mockingbird tend to center on institutional frameworks, 

including the family, community, education, law, and court. The novel's emphasis 

on moral education, civic duty, and the potential for ethical reform from within 

current societal systems is reflected in these subject categories. In Harper Lee's 

story, justice is primarily presented as a moral and legal ideal, filtered through the 

awareness of childhood innocence and mediated via people like Atticus Finch. 

Thus, the novel's reformist orientation, which is consistent with liberal humanism 

discourses common in early civil rights rhetoric, is reflected in the topic clustering. 

On the other hand, Figure 6, which provides a more thorough analysis of 

topic distribution, emphasizes how Malcolm X's autobiography is organized 

around themes of systemic oppression, religion, communal struggle, racial 

identity, and self-definition. The graphic is dominated by topic clusters linked to 

terms like Islam, Black, white, power, violence, and liberation. These ideas 

highlight Malcolm X's criticism of institutional justice as being essentially 

undermined by white supremacy and his rejection of gradualism. The 

autobiography describes resistance as a process of political awakening, 

ideological rupture, and self-empowerment rather than appealing to moral 

conscience within the system. 
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When combined, Figures 5 and 6 show the range of ideological resistance 

present in American literature from the 1960s. Both texts deal with injustice, but 

they do it in different ways: one emphasizes radical consciousness and structural 

change, while the other emphasizes ethical persuasion and legal reform. Crucially, 

the digital representation does not minimize these distinctions; rather, it makes 

clear how various historical perspectives, audiences, and rhetorical devices 

influence common themes. 

These numbers highlight the significance of topic modeling as an 

interpretive tool from the standpoint of digital humanities. The theme clusters 

provide empirical support for comparing statements and validate close-reading 

observations. Figures 5 and 6 bolster the claim that literature actively shapes 

conflicting discourses of justice and resistance in addition to reflecting historical 

tensions by making abstract ideas tangible and quantifiable. In this way, the 

digital analysis verifies that The Autobiography of Malcolm X and To Kill a 

Mockingbird serve as complementing narratives that together map the moral, 

political, and intellectual complexity of the American battle for racial justice in 

the 1960s rather than as antagonistic works. 

So, despite their distinct narrative styles and ideological approaches, To 

Kill a Mockingbird and The Autobiography of Malcolm X converge on key 

cultural concerns—particularly justice, racial identity, and resistance. Where 

Harper Lee’s novel examines injustice through a lens of moral awakening and 

legal failure, Malcolm X’s autobiography embodies a lived, embodied resistance 

that seeks to dismantle oppressive systems entirely. The comparison underscores 

not only the thematic depth of these works but also their complementary value in 

mapping the cultural and political discourse of the 1960s. Through digital tools, 

these themes are no longer abstract but visible, measurable, and textually 

grounded—offering new ways to understand how literature engages history. 

However, several limitations must be acknowledged. Voyant treats words 

as discrete tokens and does not automatically consolidate morphological 

variations (e.g., black and Blacks, justice and just). Furthermore, some contextual 

nuances—tone, irony, or rhetorical strategy—cannot be fully captured through 

quantitative measures. The results should therefore be read as indicative patterns 

that inform, rather than replace, close literary interpretation. Despite these 

limitations, the combination of computational and qualitative methods provides a 
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more empirical understanding of how literary language encoded the tensions of 

justice, resistance, and identity in American culture 

6. Conclusion 

In conclusion, the literature of the 1960s provides a powerful lens through which 

to view the socio-political upheavals and cultural transformations that defined the 

decade. Through a digital humanities approach using Voyant Tools, this study has 

highlighted how To Kill a Mockingbird and The Autobiography of Malcolm X 

articulate differing responses to systemic injustice and identity formation. These 

texts not only reflect the anxieties and aspirations of their era but also remain 

profoundly relevant in today’s continued struggle for equity and understanding. 

By integrating literary analysis with digital tools, we could gain a deeper 

understanding into how narratives encode resistance, justice, and identity, 

reaffirming literature's role as both a historical document and a vehicle for social 

critique. 

In fact, the use of Voyant Tools allows us to step beyond the surface of 

language—to see how words cluster, evolve, and resonate across texts and time. 

These visualizations are not just data; they are cultural fingerprints, echoing 

movements, ideologies, and human emotion. They are effective means to reach 

the proof that literature doesn’t just reflect history; it helps write it. 

Policy Implications and Future Research Directions 

This study has several implications for higher education and interdisciplinary 

research policy. First, it supports the systematic integration of digital humanities 

tools, such as Voyant Tools, into literature, and cultural studies curricula. 

Combining close reading with computational analysis enhances students’ critical, 

analytical, and digital literacy skills. Second, academic institutions should 

encourage interdisciplinary collaboration by supporting research that bridges 

literary studies, linguistics, history, and digital technologies. Finally, the 

development of open-access, digitized literary corpora—particularly texts 

addressing social justice and marginalized voices—would promote 

methodological transparency, reproducibility, and wider scholarly engagement. 

Future research could expand the corpus to include a broader range of 1960s 

American texts or extend the analysis across different historical periods and 

cultural contexts. Additional digital methods, such as sentiment analysis, 
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collocation analysis, or network analysis, may further illuminate emotional 

patterns, ideological associations, and character dynamics. Moreover, pedagogical 

studies assessing the impact of digital humanities tools on student learning 

outcomes would strengthen their instructional value. Finally, continued critical 

reflection on the limitations of computational approaches is necessary to ensure 

that quantitative analysis remains theoretically grounded and interpretively 

meaningful. 
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