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Abstract:   

This study aims to determine the impact of mining 

discoveries on the health system in Algeria and 

takes the regions of Kendassa and Ouenza as a case 

study. The study shows that the discoveries of 

mines during colonization led to the creation of 

mining towns for Europeans, in which the natives 

benefited from some aspects of welfare  .Although, 

mining in Kendassa ceased after independence, 

mining waste affects inhabitants and many former 

miners still suffer from respiratory system diseases. 

In Ouanza, mining continues and creates a distorted 

relationship between the environment and the 

population, and mining diseases persist in the 

region. This study argues that the biological view of 

disease on the one hand and the marginalization of 

these areas borders on the other hand have led to 

the inability to correct the relationship between 

inhabitants and their environment in mining areas.  

Keywords :  colonialism, fragility, mines, health 

system, welfare.  
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