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Identity alienation and corruption in communitues. 
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Abstract  
This study investigates the relationship 

between identity alienation —conceptualized 

as a disconnection from collective identity— 

and corrupt practices, understood as breaches 

of ethical norms. Employing a mixed-

methods approach, the research combines 

theoretical analysis of identity (examining 

both individual and collective dimensions), 

alienation (as a crisis of belonging), and 

corruption (as a form of moral deviation), 

alongside empirical case studies. The 

findings demonstrate a clear linkage between 

weakened communal identity and the 

proliferation of corrupt behavior, with 

variations in impact across demographic 

groups. Crucially, institutional and 

sociocultural factors emerged as key 

mediators in this dynamic. These insights 

underscore the urgent need for integrated 

policies aimed at reinforcing social cohesion 

and advancing institutional integrity 
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