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Abstract:

With the beginning of the commercial activity
of the European powers during the XV
century, religion played a leading role in the
development, support, and legalization of the
transatlantic slave trade. Religious institutions
are rooted in the belief that their duty to
spread Christianity justifies their actions,
which led them to be a major party in the
adoption and dissemination of the idea of
human trafficking and the enslavement of
millions of Africans, and even participate in
the development of this trade for wealth
creation.

This research paper seeks to highlight the role
religion, particularly the Catholic Church,
played in the development and legitimization
of the transatlantic slave trade.

A study found that theological foundations
and Pauline teachings on slavery, along with
the servant of God, formed the foundations
for the Catholic Church's teaching on slavery
and transatlantic slave trade.

Keywords: slave Trade, trans-Atlantic, the
catholic church, religious dimension, wealth
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