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Precarious Housing as a Structural Constraint on Urban Economic
Dynamics in Arab Countries in Light of Demographic Transformations
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Abstract:

This study examines precarious housing as a structural constraint on urban economic dynamics in
Arab countries amid rapid demographic transformations, particularly population growth and rural-to-
urban migration. It argues that weaknesses in housing and urban planning policies limit cities’
capacity to accommodate rising demand for adequate housing and basic services.

The findings indicate that precarious housing reinforces urban poverty, reduces productivity, and
expands informal employment, thereby weakening investment attractiveness and slowing economic
growth. The study underscores the need for integrated national urban policies linking spatial planning,
economic development, and social inclusion.

Keywords: Precarious Housing; Urban Economic Dynamics; Demographic Transformations; Arab Countries.
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