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Following the Copcnhagen World Summit on Social Dcvclopment (1995), Poverty 
Eradication hus become a top priority of the UN System. The General Assembly proclaimed in 
1996 the First Decade of the United Nations for the Elimination of Povertv (1997-2006). 
The international community committcd itself to the goal of eradicating poverty, considenng il to 
be "as ethical, social, political and economie imperative of humankind" 

The Paper presents a bricf overview of some conceptual, analytical and policy approachcs to 
poverty elimination, followed by a presentation of UNESCO's overall approach to povcrty 
eradication and in a third section, a summary of the Organization's currenl (sincc the 149th 
session of the Executive Board) and future action ( in the drafi 29 C/5) in this field. Also the 
papcr presents a brief description of the Poverty Alleviation and Capacity BUilding 
Comprehensive proposcd projects in line with UNESCO's conception und action plans dcsigned 
for implementation in both Jordan and Lcbanon simultancously. 

The paper also, will present ù1e current set up of the UNESCO Chair in Poverty Alleviallon and 
Capacity Building, bcing initiated at the Social Work Progrmn of the University of Jordml. 
MOSTINLC activilles conceming poverty issues will be bnetly discusscd 

Povcrty is highlighted as a significant issue in the priori lies of the organization and clearly spellcd 
out in ù1e strategie documents i.e.; Medium lerm stratcgy (2002-06) (MTS) and Approved 
Regular Progrmnme. These two documents plus the general Conference m1d Executive Board 
decisions underline the unportant task of the organizal10n to focus m allcviating poverty in 
developing countries \Vlthin the confines of the mandates of the organu.at10n i.e.; Education, 
Science, Culture and Communication. 

The recent Executive Board 156EX/Decision 3.4.1 reaffirming the fundamcntal role of the 
SHS/MOST programmes endeavor to promote the signiticance of poverty in terms of policy 
awareness and strateg1es to creale awarcness on the consequences of poverty in developing 
countrics. This proposai is developed to emphasis and demonstrates the determination of the 
organization to dcvclop well-tailored poverty alleviation projccts consistent with natiOnal 
priori tics. ln view of the fuel thal Educational, Scientific, cultural and communication aspects are 
an integral components towards any allempl to alleviate poverty in any developing country. 

The poor are estimated to be 1.2 billion, of whom somc 90% live in developing countrics, and 
povcrty increases by 2% a year world-wide - requircs thal the phcnomenon be prec1sely 
identificd, measurcd and monitored in ali its complexity, m order to devclop relevant policies to 
reduce and ultimately eliminate it. Such tasks of improving the understanding of poverty and 
making systematic evaluations of the impact of developmcnt poli ci es on poverty are ail the more 
complex thal povcrty is a strongly context-bound phenomenon, displaying various causalitics and 
forms between and withm countrics. Below, certain conceptual, analytical and policy frameworks 
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dc.:vcloped at the international leve! will be briefly surnmaritc.:d, as thc.:y influence the national 
antl-poverty strategies throughout the world. 

This broadened understanding of poverty presc.:nts nc.:w challenges for its mc.:asurement and 
certain!} new opportunities for using and relïning proven soc1al science methods of data 
collection. informai, open-ended questionnaire design and participatory methods based on 
bchav10ural mapping for collecting data from small conununity samplcs; and larger scale formai 
standardized questionnaire design for larger sample survc.:ys 

UN ESCO's Approach to Poverty Elimination: 

UNESCO's way of conceptualizing povcrty and devcloping concretc policics and action strategies 
is broader than the ones adopted by economie oriented perspectives. The Organization has a 
strong ethical and nom1ative dimension, which guides the operational level. 

To UNESCO, social development, and in particular U1e transformation of the conditions in which 
U1c poverty-stricken groups find themselves, is a human right, as recognized by the Vienna World 
Conference on l lurnan Rights ( 1993). 

The Organization sees a strong link betwecn pence-building and poverty elimination. Economie 
sccurity of individual citizens is a basic component of the culture of pcacc. 

The ûrganization's integrated, trans-sectoral approach involves going beyond policies and 
mensures which address sectorally certain syndromes of poverty to alleviatc the living conditions 
of the poor, in ordcr to understand and propose actions at the lcvel of the root causes of poverty, 
v.hether they have their origins, intcmationally or nat10nally, m cconom1c, social, cultural or 
pohtical structures. 

A characteristic of UNESCO's approach to poverty elimination is to place considerations of 
justice and equity above the levcl of priority givcn to cconom1c cfficiency, which is a very 
important mcans but not an end. The concept of entltlements and policies of "positive 
incqualities" in favour of the poor, in order to estabhsh equality of chances for ali in society is 
part of the ûrganization's major concems. 

An arca of poverty elinlination in which UNESCO has a comparative advantage, is hurnan 
rcsource development and capacity-building, broadly dcfined. "Ibis involves formai and non­
fomlal education and training, in relation to productive activitics, particularly of girls and women, 
in poorcr arcas; training and support in organizational and mf.!Jlagcmcnt fields, so that they 
dcvclop their economie and political capabilities in generating income and delènding their rights 
and participating in society, as full Oedged citizens. 

To UNESCO, culture is a basic variable in the analysis of poverty and developing actions for 
poverty clin1ination. In this respect, emphasis is laid on the non-economie sources of poverty, 
such as cUmic conflict and discrimination. 

The Proposed projects in Jordan and Lcbanon cncompass a wide range of interrelated and 
interdependent activities. Each of which contribute to Ule overall conception and action plan of 
Ulc UNESCO. These include, research, awareness ra1smg, cultural works, policy formulation, 
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program design implementation monitoring and evaluation, as weil as conununity organizing and 
advocacy. 

The proposed project is consistent with UNESCO priorities as advocated in various strategie 
documents. The specifie clauses of the Management of Social Transfonnation program within the 
Regular Progranune targeting poverty as a cross cutting issue emphasizing on developing 
strategies and injtiate pilot projects to counter impact of poverty in dcveloping counlries where 
you have approximately 1.2 billion people living on 1 dollar pcr day. The project will also benefit 
from the multi-disciplinary setting of UNESCO. 

This UNESCO/SHSIMOST initiative 1s consistent with global conferences such as the Cairo 
(Population & Developmcnt), Copenhagen (World Social Summit), Beijing (Women and 
Development) and Rio (UN Conference Enviromnent & Developmcnt) to target poverty as a 
crosscutting global priority issue. This project will certainly facilitate and mobilize the necessary 
expertise via the MOST National Committee and the proposed UNESCO Chair in Management of 
Social Transfonnation, NGOs, Ministry of Social Dcvelopment and the local population. 
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