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Bbstract :

The text highlights the role of Jurji Zaydan in establishing the Arabic historical novel and his
use of the freedom available in Egypt to shape a reformist project that combines narrative and history.
Zaydan presented history in a simplified style that blends enjoyment with educational value, treating
the novel primarily as a teaching tool rather than purely an artistic work. Despite his abundant
output and wide influence, he faced strong criticism for adopting Orientalist approaches and for
distorting certain Islamic historical figures. He was also criticized for focusing on political conflicts
while overlooking the brighter aspects of Islamic history, in addition to the weakness of his artistic
construction and the stereotypical nature of his characters. Nevertheless, Zaydan remains an essential

pioneer in the development of the Arabic historical narrative.
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