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Intersecting Identities and the Question of Belonging in the Novel
'"Three and a Half Refugees' by Bilal Al-Barghouth
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Abstract: This study aims to examine intersecting identities and the reshaping of

belonging in the context of displacement through Bilal Al-Barghouth’s novel
Three and a Half Refugees. The research focuses on the novel’s depiction of
refugees’ experiences in confronting alienation and the impact of interacting with
new environments and diverse culture on identity formation.

The findings show that the novel presents a complex, multi-dimensional
picture of identity, where ethnic, cultural, and ideological identities intersect, and
belonging becomes a dynamic process negotiated between original and new
systems. The study also reveals that the experience of displacement extends
beyond the loss of place or homeland to include psychological and social
alienation that redefines the self, making identity in the novel the product of
continuous interaction with environmental and cultural challenges.

Keywords: Intersecting identities; belonging; alienation; displacement.
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