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Representations of Death and Loss in Contemporary Poetry: A
Reading of Muhammad Boutgan's Collection “Malaak Rajim”
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Abstract: Death and loss are among the most prominent themes that have

preoccupied poets and writers throughout the ages, through which they express
existential pain and profound questions about life and death. Death is not merely a
biological end, but a spiritual and philosophical experience that drains the self
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because of its profound effects on individual and collective consciousness. In the
face of death, language stumbles and finds itself powerless in the face of the
horror of loss. Although death is a constant reality in the human experience,
poetry and literature usually go beyond the idea of the biological end of death to a
deep analysis of the feelings associated with it, such as anxiety, fear, rejection,
sadness, and even rebellion against death itself. Loss, whether physical, such as
the loss of loved ones, or symbolic, such as the loss of hope or identity, becomes
an integral part of the literary text.

Keywords: Death; loss; absence; poetry; writing; wind; Muhammad Boutghan.
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